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LITILE ROCK, ARKANSAS, December 22, 1860. 


His Excetitency J. J. PETTUS 
: ? 


Str:—I have only time to day to transmit to you the 
action of the authorities of Arkansas concerning the objects 
of the mission with which 1 have been entrusted. 

_A bill calling a Convention of the people has just passed 
the House of Representatives by a nearly unanimous vote 
and itis believed will pass the Senate on to-morrow or at 
an early day. i 

Reserving the privilege of making a report and detail of 
the events connected with my visit to the Capital of our 
sister of Arkansas. | 
. jI am, with sentiments of high respect and consideration, 
gi Your obedient servant, 


G. R. FALL, Commissioner. 


* 


Special Message from the Governor relative to Commissioner 
uf rom Mississippi. s 

t E 

| Mr. SPEAKER :—I am instructed by the governor, to 
leliveg to the House of Representatives the following mes- 
age and accompanying documents. 


E W. M. MATHENY, Private Secretary, 
December 18, 1860, 
A—1 
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MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE House or REPRE- 
SENTATIVES :—For the information of your honorable body, 
I beg leave to communicate to you, the following letter, 
addressed to me by the Hon. George R. Fall, a commission- 
er deputed by the authorities of the State of Mississippi, to 
the State of Arkansas, to inform the people of this common- . 
wealth of the action tàken by the legislature of said State, 
touching the present threatening relations existing between 
the Northern and Southern States of the Union. 

Also the letter of appointment or commission, given by . 
his excellency, John J. Pettus, Governor of the State of 
Mississippi, to said commissioner. $ 

Also, the convention bill, and federal resolutions, passed 
by the legislature of that State, and delivered in person by 
the said Hon. Geo. R. Fall, commissioner, to me this morn- 
ing. HENRY M. RECTOR. 


P Lrrrug Rock, ARKANSAS, December 17, 1861. 
His ExcELLENCY H. M. RECTOR, 


Sir :—It has been made my duty to inform your excellen- 
cy, that the legislature of the State of Mississippi, "has 
passéd an act calling a convention of the people of the State 
to consider the present threatening relations of the Northern 
and Southern sections of the .confederacy, aggravated by 
the election of a president upon principles of hostility to the 
States of the South, and to express the earnest hope of 
Mississippi, that those States will co-operate with her in the 
adoption of efficient measures for their common defence and 
safety." I herewith present that act, and also a preamble 
and resolution, passed by the same body, upon a subject of 
vital interest, not only to the people of Mississippi and the 
EMEN States, but to the people of all the States of the 

nion. ui | 

I take the occasion to remark, that the action of th 
Mississippi legislature was marked, I believe, by entir 
unanimity. On the eve of great events, that body resolv 
. to bury old partizan feuds, and as members of the same famil 
to make a united and concentrated efforts to receive south- 
ern co-operation and southern resistance in defence offsouth- 
ern honor and institutions. Doing nothing rashly—making + 
no issue for her' sister States, she seeks their earnest ands, 
cordial co-operation, with a view of obtaining a full and”. 
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final settlement of this great question of the century ; but if, 
after a reasonable delay, her propositions are rejected, she 
will resume her sovereignty, and meet the strife alone, let 
the consequences be what they may. - : 

Trusting, sir, that in the approaching conflict, the great 
State of which you are the honored executive, will be found 
co-operating with Mississippi, I am with high respect, 
; Your excellency’s obedient servant, o 

G. R. FALL, Commissioner from Mississippi. 


STATE OF ABKANSAS. 


WEDNESDAY, December 19, 1860. 

In the Senate the following proceedings, among others, 
were had, to-wit : l 

The following message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by the clerk : 

Mr. PRESIDENT :—1 am instructed to inform your honora- 
ble body that the House of Representatives have adopted 
the following joint resolutions, to-wit : i 

“Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of 
Arkansas, That we have received, with the highest senti- 
ments of respect, the communications which have been made 
to us by the State of Mississippi through her distinguished 
commissioner, George R. Fall, Esq., and we hail with the 
highest pleasure, this assurance on the part of Mississippi, 
that the fraternal regard and warm relations which have 
characterized; heretofore, the intercourse of our States will 
continue and that, our citizens have a common interest, deep, 
lasting and abiding. i 

Resolved, That-we discharge a just and pleasing duty in 
testifying to the State of Mississippi the able and dignified 
manner in which her commissioner has discharged the offices 
entrusted to him by his State. e 

Resolved, That the State of Arkansas deeply appreciates 
the motion of Mississippi in proposing to counsel with those 
who have a common interest and a common destiny with 
herself, fully recognizing, with her, the necessity for prompt 
and early action in view of the present disturbed relations 
between the two sections of our confederacy ; that we feel 
this government has been prostituted by the fanaticism of a 
large political party from the high and pure objects: for 
which it was ‘formed, and rendered an engine of oppression 
to those whom -our ‘forefathers recognized -as co-equals -in 
this government. | i 
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Resolved, That the Governor of this State be requested 
to commünicate the foregoing resolütions.to the Governor of 
Mississippi. 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate and Speaker | 
-of the House of Representatives, transmit to the Hon. Geo. | 
R. Fall a copy of the foregoing resolutions." 

Said resolütions are herewith transmitted for the concur- 
rence of your honorable body, which is respectfully asked. 

S. M. SCOTT, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


FRIDAY, December 21, 1860. 

- On motion of Mr. MeColloch, the House joint resolutions 
complimentary to Hon. Geo. R. Fall, were taken up, read 
and concurred in. 

In testimony that the foregoing pr o mes were had as 
appears from the journals of the two houses of the General 
Assembly, the President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House of Representatives hereto set their hands, the same 
being attested by their Secretary and Clerk, on this twenty- 
uL day of December, A. D., 1860. 

THOMAS FLETCHER, 

President of the Senate. 
: BRADLEY BUNCH, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Attest—Joun D.-KIMBALL, Secretary of the Senate. 
S. M. Scorr, Clerk of the House of: e 


LrrriE Rock, ÁRKANSAS, December 20, 1860. 

His ExcELLENCY, HENRY M. RECTOR, 

Sir :—Having dischar ged the duties assigned. me, by the 
Executive of Mississippi, my official intercourse with your 
Excellency will terminate on to-morrow. : 

You will permit me to remark, that my sojourn in your 
Capital will always be remembered with. pleasure, in. con- 
sequence of the numerous evidences of respect shown to my 
State and the courtesy which has been personally extended 
to myself not only by your Excellency but by the Legisla- 
tive authorities and citizens of Arkansas,  .. 

.l beg that your Excellency will accept for yourself and 
convey to the Legislature of yaur State this simple acknowl- 
edgment of my high consideration and respect.. 

Your Peony obedient servant, 
G. R. FALL, Commissioner from Mississippi. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, | 
LrrreE Rock, Dec. 20, 1860. 


Hox. GEO. R. FALL, 
COMMISSIONER EXTRAORDINARY FROM THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI TO THE STATE OF ARKANSAS. 


Sir:—I am in receipt of your communication of this 
morning, announcing that the duties assigned*to you by the 
Executive of Mississippi have been disch arged, and that your 
official intercourse with the authorities of Ar kans as will cease 
on to-morrow. 

Youare also pleased to allude in terms liis gratifying 
to the numerous evidences of respect shown to your State 
and the courtesy personally extended to yourself by the 
Executive and Legislative authorities of. Arkansas. . 

Be pleased to accept in return my acknowledgements for 
the consideration shown by the authorities of Mississippi to 
those of Arkansas, evidenced by your mission here. 

With an assurance that the warmest sympathies are felt, 
by myself at least, and I am confident by a large majority 
of our people in common with Mississippi, and other sister 
States of the South which have been goaded by persistent, 
and relentless persecution, to seek their future safety, and 
protect their honor, inside of a separate nationality. - 

With sentiments of great réspect for yourself, and the 
authorities of your State. 

I am respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. RECTOR, 
Governor of the State of Arkaneas. 


LITTLE Rock, ARK., December 25, 1860. 


To His HXGELLENCY JOHN J. PETTUS, | 
Governor OF MISSISSIPPI. 


Sir:—I have already enclosed to your Excellency, the 
official action of the authorities of Arkansas, relating to 
- the objects of the mission with which I have been recently 
entrusted to that State. 

Immediately upon receipt of my credentials, I repaired to 


rem 
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Little Rock and presented to His Excellency, Henry M. 
Réctor, the bill calling a Convention of the people of Mis- 
sissippi, together with the resolutions passed by our Legis- 
lature atits late session. These documents were promptly 
laid before the Legislature of Arkansas, then in session by 
the Executive, and three: thousand copies ordered to:be 
printed for distribution. ' Accompanying them was a note 
from vour Commissioner, which, with other proceedings 
have been forwarded wo the Executive Department, to which 
your Excellency is referred. id | 

When your Commissioner left the Capitol of Arkansas, 
a bill calling a Convention of the people of: that State had 
passed the House of Representatives by an almost unani- 
mous vote, and no doubt is now the law of the land. 

The question of secession is a new onein Arkahsas. It 
has never yet been debated or considered there; and it is 
not, therefore, surprising that the people of that great State, 
should not be as familiar with it, and as ready to act upon 
it, as are the people of Mississippi, where it has been dis- 
cussed for many years, and where her most eminent states- 
men, cheertully embracing this issue, have ón more than one 
contest before the people been beaten down and driven to 
private life. Novertheless, the evidences of a determination 
on the part of Arkansas to. co-operate with thé Southern 
States on the formation of a Southern Confederacy are of 
the most cheering and substantial ‘character. _ The people 
are moving in their primary assemblies in all sections of the 
State, and the Executive and Legislative branches of the 
government, recognize the necessity of prompt and early ac- 
tion in view of the threatening relations of the Confederacy. 

In my intercourse with the authorities of Arkansas, I 
have kept constantly in view the chief object of my mission, 
and have not failed. on all proper occasions, to respectfully 
urge the views and policy of Mississippi; and it will be 
eratifying to your Excellency to be informed, that your 
Commissioner, officially as well as individually, was always 
received with the greatest kindness and the highest consid- 
eration. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency's 
Obedient servant, 
G. R. FALL, 
Commissioner from Mississippi. 


1 
[DOCUMENT B.] 2 
EE | FRANKFORD, Ky., Dec. 19th, 1860. 
Ths ExCELLENCY, B. MAGOFFIN, 


¡Sir:—I herewith transmit to your Excellency a series of 
resolutions passed by the Legislature of Mississippi; at a 
called session thereof, on the 30th day of November, 1860. 
By these resolutions the Governor of Mississippi is author- 
ized and requested to appoint as many commissioners as in 
his judgment may be necessary to visit each of the slave- 
holding States and inform them, that the Legislatureof Missis- 
sippi had passed an act calling a Convention of the people 
said State to consider the present threatning relations of the 
Northern and Southern sections of the Confeder acy, aggra- 
vated by the recent election of a President on principles of 
hostility to the States of the South, and to express the 


, earnest hope of Mississippi, that those States will co- operate 


with her, in the adoption of efficient measures for their 


common defense and safety. 


Thé resolutions further provide, "that should any Southern 
State not have convened its Legislature, the Commissioner 
to such State, shall appeal to the Governor thereof to call 
the Legislature together, in order that its co-operation may 
be immediately secured." 

‘In discharging the duty which devolved on the Executive 
of Mississippi by the resolutions referred to, His Excellency 
John J. Pettus, has conferred on mé the appointment of 
Commissioner to the. Commonwealth of Kentucky, I am 
now ready to lay before your Excellency my credentials, and 


- to enter into the conference contemplated by the Legislatur e 


of Mississippi in creating and filling the mission, I have the 
honor.to await your Excellency's reply. 
Very respeotfully, 
. S. FEATHERSTON. 


Horny Sprines, Jan. 2d, 1861. 
His EXCELLENOY, JOHN J. PETTUS, 


Sir :—Immediately on the receipt of my credentials as 
Commissioner to the State of Kentucky, 1 visited the Capitol © 
—4 
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of that @ommonwealth. I learned in conference with His 
Excellency Governor Magoffin, that the Legislature of that 
State, had not been convened, as well as the reasons which 
had restrained him from issuing his proclamation for that 
purpose. I now have the pleasure, however, of announcing, 
that his proclamation has since that time been issued, and 
that the Legislature of Kentucky will eonvene in extra 
session on the 17th of this month. l 

I was assured by Governor Magoffin, that Kentucky was 
as emphatically pro-slavery as any one of her Southern 
sisters. And, in the event of a dissolution of the Union, 
and of Kentucky’s being forced to make her election between 
the two sections of the Confederaey, she would unquestion- 
ably go with the South. He also assured me, that a very 
large majority of the people of that State, would not favor 
the secession of Kentucky until in their judgment all honor- 
able means of securing their rights, and saving their honor 


"within the Union, had been exhausted. That, they desired 


a Convention of the Southern States, in order to agree upon 
such additional guarantees or amendments to. the Constitu- 
tion of the United States as would settle finally and forever 
this sectional controversy, upon a basis satisfactory to the 
South. If these rights thus asserted by a Southern Con- 
vention, should not be promptly conceded by the North, 
Kentucky would then be ready for secession. Such is the 
present state of public opinion there, as I learned from.every 
reliable source of information. I was proud to witness 
there, however, the same indications of a rapid change in 
publie opinion that are nowjseen in all of the Southern 
States. Kentucky is evidently moving in the right direction. 
Her people are a proud-spirited, chivalric race who are 
disposed to submit no longer to Northern aggression. The 
prompt secession of the Cotton States, would, in my judg- 
ment, speedily unite the entire South in one Confederacy. 
I have the honor to be, very truly, 
Your obedient servant, 
. W. S. FEATHERSTON. 

P. S.—l transmit to your Excellency herewith, copies of 
the only eorrespondence which ensued between Governor 
Magoffin and myself. 


Very truly, - 
> W. S. F. 
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' [DOCUMENT C.J : 
| JACKSON, Dec. 31st, 1860. 


His ExceELLENCY, J. J. PETTUS, 
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 


Dear SW:—I have the honor to report herewith the pro- 
ceedings of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, on my 
reception as commissioner, by your appointment, from the 
State of Mississippi. Also a copy of my Address delivered 
before that body. ` 

I-should do injustice to my own feelings—to the people of 
Mississippi—and more than all, to the authorities and people 
of the State of Georgia—if I failed to make known here, 
the distinguished kindness, and prompt attention, with which 
your Commissioner was greeted, at the Capitol of Georgia. 
Asa native son of Georgia, I: felt proud of the dignity, 
generosity and fraternity, of her honored sons, in their 
reception of ypur agent, and their cordial response to the 
message of Mississippi, which 1 had the honor te - communi- 
eate; and as an adopted son of Mississippi and her accredited 
agent, 1 was equally proud, to be the recipient, for her, of 
the friendly greeting and assuranee, unanimously extended— 
and herewith communieated to your Excelleney. 

It affords me pleasure to add, that while there may he 
differences among her distinguished sons and their respective 
supporters, as to-some minor matters, there is but one voice 
in Georgia as to her secession, vn. the event that Mississippt, 
Alabama and Florida, shall have taken that step, before the 
meeting of her Convention, on the 16th January. I have 
the fullest confidence, that Georgia will never separate her- 
self from her sisters and her children, of the Gulf States. 
Nothing but hesitation, indecision, or delay, upon their part, 
will impede her onward march with them, to vindicate our 
common rights and redress our cominon wrongs. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
. WILLIAM L. HARRIS. 

Commissioner from the State of Mississippi 

l to the State of Georgia. 
A—d 


10 — | 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
` MILLEDGEVILLE, GA., Dec. 15, 1860. 


To the General Assembly :—l have the pleasure to inform 
you, that the Hon. William L. Harris, who has beeh 
appointed by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, by 
authority of the Legislature of that State, a Commissioner 
to this State, to inform the people of Georgia, through their 
Executive and Legislature, that the State of Mississippi: has 
called a Convention of the people of that State ; for the 
purpose of considering our present grievances, &e., and 
asking our co-operation in the adoption of efficient measures 
for the common defense and safety of the South ;- has been 
received at this Department, and is now ready to confer with 
the General Assembly, upon the subject of his important 
mission. 

I herewith enclose a copy of the commission of Judge 
Harris, and ask for him the courtesy and consideration due 
his high position as a gentleman, and as the representative 
of a sovereign sister State with whom we hgve a common 
inter est, and a common destiny. 

. JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 
MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., December 15, 1860. 


WHEREAS, A message from His Excellency the Governor 
has informed us that the Hon. William L: Harris, a 
Commissioner from the State of Mississippi, to. the State 
Georgia has arrived at the Capitol ; 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the Speaker, . 
to wait upon the Hon. William L. Harris of Mississippi, 
and tender him a seat upon the floor of this House, und also 
to act, in concert with a committee to be appointed by the 
Senate, to inform him that the General Assembly of the 
State of Georgia, will be ready to receive and- hear him in 
the Representative Hall on Monday next at 12 o'clock M. 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to concur in this 
action of the House of Representatives. 

The committee appointed under the foregoing resolutions, 
consist of Messrs. Hartridge, Smith of Towns, Fannin, Ely 
and Tatum. 
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SENATE CHAMBER. Q0 87 
MILLEDGEVILLE, QA., December 15, 1860. 


- On motion of Mr. Billups, the Senate coneurr "red in the 
resolution of the House, arid appointed Messrs. Billups, Me- 
Gehee and Tracy, a committee on the part of the Senate, to 
act in concert with the committee of the House under said 
resolutións. * 

On further motion, Hon. William L. Harris was invited 
to a seat on the floor of the Senate. 

After the committee had discharged their duty ; the two 
Houses met in convention, yj when the Hon. William L. Harris, 
Commissioner of the Stacéf Mississippi, was introduced 
. and delivered his Address. . When on mo tion, the Senate 
returned to their Chamber. 

The following resolutions were then offered in the Senate 
by the Hon. Thomas Butler King. 

Resolved. That a Joint Select Committee be appointed, of 
six on the part of the Senate and seven on the part of the 
House of Representatives, to consider and report the proper 
form and termsin which to express the opinion of this 
General Assembly in response to the friendly and important 
communication from the State of Mississippi, through her 
Commissioner the Hon. W. L. Harris. 

The committe® appoited under said resolution are Messrs. 
King, Moore, Briscoe, Holt, Lawton and Printup. 

On motion of Mr. Hartridge, the House concurred in the 
resolution of the Senate, and appointed Messrs. Hartridge, 
Lester, Fannin, Lewis, Anderson, Barnes and Harris, a com- 
mittee to act in concert with the committee of the Senate 
under said resolution. 

Mr. King from the Joint Select Committee, to whom was 
referred the communication of the Governor of Mississippi 
to the Governor of this State, asks leave to submit the 
following report : 

WHEREAS, A large portion of the people of the non-slave- 
holding States, have for many years past, shown in many 
ways a fanatical spirit bitterly hostile to the Southern 
States, 'and have through the instrumentality of incendiary 
publications, thé pulpit and the newspaper press, finally 

organized a political party for the avowed purpose of 
destroying the institution of slavery, and consequently 
spreading ruin and desolation among the people in every 
portion of the States where it. exists : 
A—6 
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And whereas, This spirit of fanaticism has allied itself with 
a design long entertained by leading politicians of - the: 
North,. “to wield the taxing power of the Government, for 
the purpose of protecting and fostering the interest of 
that section of the Union; and also, to appropriate the 
common territories of the United States to the- exclusive 
use of northern emigration, for the purpose of extending, 
consolidating, and rendori ing that power irreversible : 

And whercas, These designs and movements have attained 
ascendency, such as to combine a large majority of the 
Northern people in this sectional party, which has elected 
to the Presidency and Vice Presidency of the United 
States, candidates who are pledged in the most solemn 
form and the plainest, répeatsd declarations to wield all 
the influence and power of the Federal Government to 
accomplish the objects and purposes of the party, by 
which they have been elected : 

And whereas, Many of the slaveholding States are about to 
assemble in Convention for ‘the purpose of adopting 
measures for the protection of their rights, and the secu- 
rity of their institutions: 

Ant whereas, The State of Mississippi has, i in a noble spirit 
of frater nity sent a Commissioner to communicate to this 
General Assembly, her desire in the emergency in our 
Federal relations ; Therefore be it, 

Resolved, 1st. That the General Assenifily of Georgia. 
has listened with sentiments of profound sympathy and 
respect to the message of Mississippi, on the subject of the 
present threatning relations of the Northern and Southern 
sections of the United States, communicated by her distin- 
guished Commissioder, the Hon. William L. Harris. 

Jiesolved, 2d. That believing as we do, that the present 
crisis in our national affairs, demands resistance, this Gene- 

ral Assembly, at its presentsession, has, with great unanimity, 
passed “ An act providing for the call of a Convention of 
the people of Georgia, to assemble on the 16th day of 

January, 1861, for the purpose of determining on the mode. 

measure and time of that resistance. 

Resolved, 8d. That we cordially respond to the patriotic 
hopes of ] Mississippi, so earnestly expressed by her Legis- 
lature, and so ably communicatéd by her Commissioner, and 
we do hereby give our sister State, the confident assurance, 
that in our judgment, Georgia will promptly co-operate with 
her, in the adoption of efficient measures, for the common 
defense, safety, and honor of the South. 
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Resoived, 4th. That should any, or all of the Southern 
States determine, in thè pr esent" emergency, to withdraw 
from"the Union, and resume their sovereignty, it is the sense: 
of this General Assembly. that such seceding States should 
form a Confederacy under a "Republican form of Govern- 
ment, and to that end, they should adopt the Constitution of 
the United States, so altered and amended as to suit the 
new State of affairs. 

- Resolved, 5th. That we do hereby express our cordial 
appreciation of the dignified and gentlemanly bearing of 
the Honerable William L. Harris, towards the General 
Assembly, as well as the satisfactory manner in which he 
has discharged the responsible duties of-his high commission. 

Resolved further, That His Excellency the Governor be, 
and he hereby i is requested to cause all ‘the proceedings in. 
the reeeption af the Commissioner.from the State of Missis- 
sippi to be enrolled on parchment, signed by the officers of 
both Houses of the-General Assembly, and by the Governor, 
with the seal of State attached thereto, and that the same 
be presented by him to the Hon. William L. Harris, as the 
respone of Georgia to the friendly greeting of Mississippi. 

CHARLES J. WILLIAMS, 
. Speaker of LA House of Repr esentatives. 
T. L. GUERRY, 

| President of the Senate. 

Gro. HILLYER, 

Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

FreD. H. WEST, 

Secretary of the Senate. . 7 
^ JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor. 
.Assented to December 19, 1861. 


| 0€ MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., Dec. 17th, 1860. . 


To Hox. W. L. HARRIS, 
COMMISSIONER OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI: . 
Dear Sir:—The undersigned Committee, appointed by 
the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia, to 
solicit of you a copy of your patriotie Address, delivered 
before the General Assembly, have the pleasure to communi- 
cate the same to you, with the hope that you will comply 
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with our reasonable request., We have the honor to be 
yours, with considerations of respect. | | 
W. H. PILCHER, 

J. W. BRINSON, Committee. 
WM. GIBSON, | | 
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MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., Dec. 17th, 1860. 


Gentlemen :—Yours of this date, requesting, on behalf of 
. the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia, a 
. copy of the address, I had the honor to deliver this day be- 
fore the General Assembly, is before me. i 
I will place the desired copy at your disposal, at the 
earliest momént in my power. | 
With grateful feelings to the distinguished body you rep- 
resent, for the compliment implied in their resolution, 
lam, gentlemen, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, . 


WILLIAM L. HARRIS. 


* 


ADDRESS. , 

‘Mr. President, and gentlemen of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Georgia :—l am profoundly 
sensible of the delicate and important duty imposed upon 
me, by the courtesy of this public reception. 

Under different circumstances, it would have afforded me 
great pleasure, as a native Greorgian—reared aud educated 
on her soil—to express to you fully, the views which pre- 
vail in my State, in relation to the great measures of deliver- 
ance and relief from the principles and policy of the new 
Adminstration, which are there in progress.  » 

I cannot consent, however, upon the very heelof y our 
arduous and exciting session, to avail myself of your respect- 
ful courtesy to the State I have the honor to represent, as 
well as your personal kindness to her humble representative, 
to prolong the discussion of a subject which, however impor- 
tant and absorbing, has, doubtless, been already exhausted 
in your hearing, by some of the first intellects of your State, 
if not of the nation. 
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I beg, therefore, to refer yon to the action of Mississippi 
—already submitted to your Executive—to ask for her the 
sympathy and co-operation she seeks for the common good, 
and briefly to suggest to you sóme of the motives which in- 
fluence her conduct. 

I'am instructed by the resolution from which I derive my 
mission, to inform the State of Georgia, that Mississippi has 
passed an act calling a Convention of the people, " to con- 
sider the present threatening relations of the Northern and 
Southern sections of the Confederacy—aggravated by the 
recent election'of a President, upon principles of hostility 
to the States of the South ; and to express the earnest hope 
of Mississippi, that this State will co-operate with her in 
the adoption of efficient measures for their common defense 
and safety.” 

It will be remembered, that the violation of our constitu- 
tional rights, which has caused such universal dissatisfaction 
in the South, is not of recent date. Ten years since, this 
Union was rocked from centre to circumference, by the very 
same outrages, of which we now complain, only now“ ag- 
gravated" by the recent election. Nothing but her devo- 
tion to the Union our Fathers made, induced the South, 
then, to yield to a compromise, in which Mr. Clay rightly 
said, we had yielded everything but our honor. We had 
then in Mississippi à warm contest, which finally ended in 
reluctant acquiescence in the Compromise measures. . The 
North pledged anew her faith to yield to us our constitu- 
tional rights in relation to slave property. They are now, 
and have been ever since that act, denied to us, until her 
broken faith and impudent threats, had become almost in- 
` sufferable before the late election. 

There were three candidates presented to the North by 
Southern men,'all of whom represented the. last degree of 
conservatism and concession, which their respective parties 
were willing to yield, to appease the fanaticism of the 


‘North. , Some of them were scarcely deemed sound, in the © 


South, on the slavery question and none of them suited 
our ultra men. And yet the North rejected them all; and 
their united voice, both before and since their overwhelming 
iriumph in this election, has been more defiant and more 
intolerant than ever before. They have demanded, and 
now demand, equality between the white and negro races, 
under our Constitution ; equality in representation, equality 
in the right of suffrage, equality in the honors and emolu- 
ments of office, equality in the social circle, equality in the 
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rightsof matrimony. The cry has been, and now is, “ that 
slavery miíst cease, or American liberty must perish,” that, 
“the -suecess of Black Republicanism is the triumph of 
anti-slavery,” “a revolution: in the téndencies of the govern- 
ment that must be carried out.” - — P 

To-day our government stands totally revolutionized, n its 
main features, and our Constitution broken and overturned. 
The new administration, whieh has effected this revolution, 
only-awaits the 4th of March for the inauguration of the 
new government, the new principlés, and the new policy, 
upen the suecess of which they have proclaimed freedom to 
the slave, but eternal degredation for you and for us. — 

: No revolution was ever more complete, though bloodless, 
if you will tamely submit to the destruetion of that Consti- 
tution and that Union our fathers made. ij 

Our fathers made this a government for the white man, 
rejecting the negro, as an ignorant, inferior, barbarian race, 
incapable of self-government, and not, therefore, entitled 
to be associated with the white man upon terms of civil, 
political, or social equality. a 

 The-new-administratian comes into power, under the 
solemn pledge to overturn and strike down this great fea- 
ture of our Union, without which it would never haye 
been formed, and to substitute ‘In its stead their new theory 
of the universal equality of the'blaeck and white races. 

Qur fathers secured to us, by our Constitutional Union, 
tow being overturned by this Black Republican rule, pro- 
tection to life, liberty and property, all over the Union, and 
wherever its flag was unfurled, whether on land or sea. ` 

- Under this wretched, lawless spirit and policy, now 
usurping the control of that government, citizens of the 
South have been deprived of their property, and for at- 
tempting to seek the redress promised by the compromise 
laws, have lost their liberty and their lives. 

Equality of rights secured to white men, in equal sover- 
eign States, is among the most prominent features of the 
Constitution under which we have so long lived. | 

This equality has been denied us in the South for years 
in the common territories, while the North has virtually 
distributed them as bounties to abolition fanaties and for- 
eigners, for their brigand service in aiding in our exclusion. 

Our Constitution, in unmistakable language guarantees 
the return of our fngitive slaves. Congress has recognized 
her duty in this respect, by enacting'proper laws for the 
enforcement of this right.  - E 
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And yet these laws have been continually nullified, and 


the solemn pledge of the Compromise of 1850, by which 


the North came under renewed obligations to enforce them, 
has been faithlessly disregarded, and the gover nment and its 
officers set at-defiance. | : 

Who now expeets these rebels against the laws passed. by . 
their own consent and procurement—rebels against justice 
and common honesty—to become pious patriots by thé ac- - 
quisition of. power? “Who now.expects Mr. Lincoln to-be- 
come conservative, when the only secret of his suceess, and 
the only foundation of his authori ity, is the will and com- 
mand of thàt robber clan, whose mere instrument he is, 
who have achieved this revolution in our government by 
treading under their unhallowed feet ou? Constitution and 
laws and the Union of our fathers, ànd by openly defying 
high heaven by wilful and corrupt perjury? 

And, above all, who igit in the South, born or descendéd 


of Revo]ütionar y sires; who so loves such. company, as that he 


will long hesitate before he can obtain the consent of a vir- 
tuous and patriotic heart and ‘conscience to separate from 
them forever? ` ^ 

Mississippi i is firmly convinced that there is but one alter- 
native : 

This new union with taoti Black Republicans and free, 
negroes, without slavery; or, slavery under our old constitu- 


tional bond of union, without Lincoln Black Bopubdauis, of 


free negroes either, tó molest us. 
If we take the former, then submission to neg ro equality 


is our fate. “If the latter, then secession is inevitable—each 


State for itself and by itself but with a view to the imme 


‘diate formation of a Southern Confederacy, under our pre- 


sent Constitution, by such of the slaveholding States as 


shall agree in their Conventions to unite with us. 
Mississippi seeks no delay—the issue is not new to her 
people. They have long and anxiously watched its ap- 
proach—they think it too late, now, to negotiate more com- * 
promises with brankrupts in political integrity whose recre- 
ancy to justice, good faith and constitutional obligations is 
the most cherished featuee of their political organization: 
She has exhausted. her rights in sacrificial offerings to 
save the Union, until nearly “all is lost but her honor and 
the courage to’ defend it. ‘She has tried conventions until 
they have become the ridicule of both our friends-and our 
enemies—mere instruments of fraudulent evasion and delay, 
to wear out the spirit of our people and ‘encourage the 
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hopes of our common enemy. In short, she is sick and 
tired of the North, and pants for some respite from-eternal 
disturbànce and disquiet. . TN 

She comes now to, you,—our glorious old mother,—the . 
land of Baldwin, who first defiontly asserted and preserved 
your rights as to slavery, in the Federal Convention, in oppo- 
sition to Messrs. Madison, Mason, and Randolph, and the . 
whole Union except the two Carolinas,—the land of Jack- . 
son, who immortalized himself by his bold exposure and 
successful overthrow of a legislative fraud and usurpation 
upon the rights of the people—the land of Troup, the 
sternest Roman of them all, who, single-handed and alone, 
without co-operation, without consultation, but. with truth 
and justice, and the courage of freemen at home on his side, 
defied.this National Government in its usurpation on the 
rights of Georgia, and executed your laws in spite of. the 
threats of Federal coercion. Itis to you we come,—the 
brightest exemplar among the advocates and defenders of 
States rights and State remedies,—to take counsel and solicit 
sympathy in this hour of our common trial. 

I ask you, shall Mississippi follow in the footsteps of 

Georgia, when led by her gallant Troup? Or, is it reserved 
for this generation to repudiate and expunge the brightest 
page in the history of my native State? Impossible! God 
forbid it! Forbid it, ye people of all Northern and 
Western Georgia, ,who, to-day, ome your existence and 
unparalleled prosperity to the maintenance of your rights at 
the risk of civil war. 
_ I see around me some gallant spirits who bore their share 
in the dangers, and now wear with honor, here to-day in this 
Hall the laurels won on the side of their State, under the. 
banner, inscribed “ Troup and the treaty” in. that memorable 
struggle. Need I appeal to them in behalf of my adopted 
State, to know on what side they will range themselves in 
this struggle of right, against usurpation, of brute force, 
against the Constitutional rights of a sister of this con- 
federacy of equal States? I make no such appeal ; I know 
where you stand. To doubt it would be to offer you the - 
grossest insult. a 

In this school of old republican orthodoxy, I drew my 
first breath. It was here, I first studied, then embraced, 
and next feebly advocated the principles-of State Rights and 
State remedies of resistance to tyranny—of the supremacy 
and sovereignty of the people of a State, and the subservi- - 
ency of governments to their peace and happiness and safe- 
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ty. These principles will descend with mc to the gráve, 
where this frail tenement of dust must perish, but they will 
live on with time, and only perish when tyranny shall be no 
more. ! 

I need not remind your great State, that thousands and 
- thousands of her sons and daughters, who have sought and 
found happy homes and prosperous fortunes in the distant 
forests of her old colonial domain, though now adopted 
children of Mississippi, still cling with the. fond embrace of 
filial love to this old mother of States and of statesmen, from 
whom both they and their adopted State derive their ori- 
vin. It will be difficult for such to conceive, that they are 
not still the objects of your kind solicitude and materna 


sympathy. 


Mississippi indulges the most confident expectation and 
belief, founded on sources of information she cannot doubt, 
as well as on the existence of causes, operating upon them,. 
alike as upon her, that every other Gulf State will stand by 
her side in defense of the position she is about to assume ; 
and she would reproach herself, and euery Georgia! son 
within her limits, would swell with indignation, if she hesi- 
tated to believe that Georgia too, would blend her fate with 
her natural friends; her sons and daüghters—her neighbor- 
ing sisters in the impending struggle. ae 

Whatever may be the result of your deliberations, I beg 
to assure her from my intimate knowledge of the sipirit and 
affections of our people, that no enemy to her constitutional 
rights, may consider his victory won, while a Mississippian 
lives to prolong the contest. Sink or swim, live or die, sur- 
vive or perish, the part of Mississippi is chosen, she will never 
submit to the principles and policy of this Black Republican 
Administration. . 

She had rather see the: last of her race, men, women and 
children, immolated in one common funeral pile, than see 
them subjected to the degradation of civil, political and 
social equality with the negro race. 
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FULTON ADERSON, HSQ; 
Comme sstoner of Mississippi, 


Before the Covention of Virginia, in the city of Richmond, 
February 18, 1861. 


Gentlemen. of the Convention: -—Honored by the Govern- 
ment of Mississippi with her. commission to invite your co- 
operation in the measures she has been compelled to:adopt 
for the vindication of her rights and her honor in the pre- 
sent perilous crisis of the country, I desire to express to 
you, in the name and behalf of. her people, the sentiments 
of esteem and admiration which they in eommon with the 
whole Southorn people entertain for the character and fame 
of this ancient and. renowned Commonwealth. 

Born under the same confederated,government with your- 
selves, and participating in the common inheritance of Con- 
stitutional liber ty in the achievement of which your.ances- 
.tors played so distinguished a part, we take as much of 
pride and pleasure as you, her native sons, in. the great 
achievements and still greater sacrifices which you have 
made in the cause of the common government, which has in 
the past united them to you; and nothing which. concerns 
your honor and dignity in the future can fail to.enlist our 
deepest sympathies. ln recurring to our past history we: 
recognize the State of Virginia in the first great struggle 
for independence; foremost not only in the vindication of 
her own rights, but in the assertion and defense of the 'en- 
dangered liberties of her sister colonies: and by the elo- 
quence of. her orators and statesmen, as well as by the cour- 
age of her people, arousing the whole American people in 
resistance to British ageression. And when the common 
cause had been crowned with victory under her great war- 
rior-statesman, we recognize her also as the leader in that 
great work by which the emancipated colonies were united 
under a written Constitution, which for the greater part-of 
a century has been the source of unex&mpled progress in all 
that constitutes the greatness and the happiness of nations ; 
nor do we forget that that progress has been due ina pre- 
eminent degree to the munificent generosity of V-irginia, in 
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donating as & fres gift to her country; that vast territory 
north-west of the Ohio river, which her arms alone had 
conquered, and which now constitutes the seat of empire; 
and, alas, too, the seat of that irresistible power, which now 
erects its haughty erest in defiance and hostility, and threat- 
ens the destruction of the honor and the prosperity of this 
great State. 

I; désire also to say to you, gentlemen, that in being com- 
pelled to sever our connexion with the government which 
has hitherto united us, the hope which lies nearest to our 
hearts is that, at no distant day, we may be again joined 
with you in another Union, which shall spring into life under 
more favorable omens and with happier auspices than ac 
companied that which has passed away ; and if, in the un- 
certain future which lies before us, that hope shall he des- 
tined to disappointment, it will be the source of enduring 
sorrow and regret to us that we can no more hail the glori- - 
ous soil of Virginia as a part of our common country, nor 
her brave and generous people as our fellow-citizens. 

Fully participating in these sentiments myself, it is with 
pride and pleasure that I accepted the commission of my 
State for the purposes 1 have indicated. Though, when I 
consider the gravity of the occasion, the high interests which 
are involved, and the influence which your deliberations are 
to have upon the destinies of present and future generations, 
I confess my regret that the cause on which I am come has 
not been entrusted to abler and worthier hands. 

In setting forth to you, gentlemen, the action of my State 
and the “causes which induced it, I shall Bo Lone to 
speak in terms of condemnation of a large portion of what 
has hitherto been our common country ; but in doing so, I 
wish to be understood as excepting from whatever terms of 
censure 1 may employ, that large body of patriotic and 
conservative men of the Northern section, who have, in all 
our struggles, manfully defended the constitutional rights of 
oúr section. For them, the people of my State, have no 
cause of complaint, and whatever the future may bring forth, 
we shall ever remember their efforts in behalf of the Consti- 
tution and Union, as we received them from their ancestors 
and ours, with admiration and gratitude. Our grievances 
are not from them, but from the dominant faction of the 
North which has trampled them under foot and now strikes 
at us from the elevation it has obtained upon the prostrate 
bodies of our friends. 

I propose, gentlemen, in discharge of my mission to you, 
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briefly to invite your attention to a review of the events 
which have transpired in/Mississippi since the fatal day when ` 
that sectional N other party triumphed over the Constitu- | 
tion and Union at the rdcent election, and afterwards to the 
causes which have induced the action of n my State. 

On the 29th of November last, the Legislature of Missis- 
sippl, by an unanimous vote, called a convention of her 
people, to take into consideration the existing relations 
between the Federal Government and herself, and to take 
such measures for the vindication, of her sovereignty and 
the protection of her institutions as should appear to be de- 
manded. At the same time, a preamble, setting forth the 
grievanees of the Southern people on the slavery question, 
and a resolution, declaring that the secession of every 
aggrieved State, was the proper remedy, was adopted by a 
vote almost amounting to unanimity. The last clause of the 
preamble and resolution, are as follows : 

“Whereas; they (the people ofthe non-slaveholding Silos) 
have elected a majority of electors for President and Vice- 
President, on the ground that there exists an irreconcilable 
conflict between the two sections of the Confederacy, in 
reference to their respective systems of labor, and in pursu- 
ance of their hostility to us, and our institutions , have thus. 
declared to the civilized world that the powers of the gov- 
ernment are to be used for the dishonor and overthrow of 
the Southern section of this great Confederacy. Therefore, 
be it : 

“Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That in the opinion of those who constitute said Legislature, 
the secession of each aggrieved Stateis the proper remedy 
for these injuries." 

On the day fixed for the meeting of the Convention, that 
body convened in Jackson, and on the 9th of January, 1861, 
proceeded to the adoption of an ordinance of secession from 
the Federal Union, by which the State of Mississippl with- : 
drew from the Federal Government the powers ther etofore l 
confided to it, and assumed an independent position among 
the powers of the earth ; determined thenceforth to hold the 
people of the non-slaveholding section of thé late confedera- 
cy as she holds the balance of mankind : enemies in war, and. 
in peace friends. But at the same time, and by the same 
ordinance, it was provided “that the State of Mississippi 
hereby gives her consent to form a Federal, Union with such 
of the States as may have seceded, or may secede, fróm the 
Union of the United States of America, upon the basis of the 
present Constitution of the United States.” 
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This action of the Convention of Mississippi, gentlemen of 
the Convention, was the inevitable result of the position 
which she, with other slaveholding States, had already taken, 
in view of the anticipated result of the recent Presidential 
election, and: must have been foreseen by every intelligent 
observer of the progress of events. E 

As early as the 10th of February, 1860, her Legislature 
had, with the general approbation of her people, adopted the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the election of a “President of the United 
States by the votes of one section of the Union only, on the 
ground that there exists an irrepressible conflict between 
the two sections in reference to their respective systems of 
labor and with an avowed purpose of hostility to the insti- 
tution of slavery, as it exists in the Southern States, and as 
recognized in the compact of Union, would so threaten a 
destruction of the ends for which the Constitution was formed 
as justify the slaveholding States in taking counsel together 
for their separate protection and safety." 

'Thus was the ground taken, not only by Mississippi, buf 
by other slaveholding States, in view of the then threatened 
purpose, of a party founded upon the idea of unrelenting and 
eternal hostility to the institution of slavery, to take posses- 
sion of the Government and use it to our destruction.. It 
cannot, therefore, be pretended that the Northern people did 
not have ample warning of the disastrous and fatal conse- 
quences that would follow the success of that party in the 
election, and impartial history will emblazon it to future 
generations, that it was their folly, their reeklessness and 
their ambition, not ours, which shattered into pieces this 
great confederated government, and destroyed this great 
temple of constitutional liberty which their ancestors and 
ours erected, in the hope that their descendants might to- 
. gether worship beneath its roof as long as time would last. 

But, in defiance of the warning thus given and of the evi- 
dences accumulated from a thousand other sources, that the 
Southern people would never submit to the degradation im- 
plied in the result of such an election, that sectional party, 
bounded by a geographical line which excluded it from the 
possibility of obtaining a single electoral vote in the South- 
ern States, avowing for its sentiment implacable hatred to 
us, and for its policy the destruction of our institutions, 
appealing to Northern prejudice, Northern passions, North- 
ern ambition and Northern hatred of-us, for success, and 


24. 


. ^ 
thus practically disfranchising the whole body of the South- 
ern people, proceedéd to the nomination of a candidate for the 
Presideney who, though not the most conspicuous personage 
in its ranks, was yet the truest representative of its destruc- 
tive principles. , 

The steps by which it proposed to effect its purposes, the 
ultimate extinction of slavery, and the degradation of the 
Southern people, ‘are too familiar to require more than a 
passing allusion from me. `. "P 

Under the false pretence of restoring the government to 
the original principles of its founders, but in defiance and 
contempt of those principles, it avowed its purpose to take 
possession of every department of power, executive, legisla- 
tive and judicial, to employ them in hostility to our institu- 
tions. By a corrupt exercise of the power of appointment 
to office, it proposed to pervert the judicial power from its 
trüe end and purpose, that of defending and preserving the 
Constitution, to be the willing instrument of its purposes of 
wrong and oppression. In the meantime it proposed to dis- 
regard the decisions of that august tribunal, and by the ex- 
ertion of barefaced power, to exclude slavery from the pub- 
lic Territory, the common property of all the States, and to 
abolish the internal slave trade between the States ácknowl- 
edging the legality of that institution. 

It proposed further to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and in all places within the Territory of the sev> 
eral States, subject under the Constitution to the jurisdiction 
of Congress, and to refuse hereafter under all circumstances, 
admission into the Union of any State. with a Constitution 
recognizing the institution of slavery. | 

Having thus placed the institution of slavery, upon which 
rests not only the whole wealth of the Southern people, but 
their very social and political existence, under the condem- 
uation of a government established for the common benefit, 
it proposed in the future, to encourage immigration into the 
publie Territory, by giving the public land to immigrant 
settlers, so as, within a brief time, to bring into the Union 
free States enough to enable it to abolish slavery within the 
States themselves. : 

I have but stated generally the outline and the general 
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programme of the party to which I allude without entering : 


into particular details or endeavoring to specify the various 
forms of attack, which have been’ devised and suggested by 
the leaders of that party upon our institutions. - 

That this general statement of its purposes is a truthful 
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one, no intelligent observer of events will for a moment deny ; 
but the general view and purpose of. the party has been 
sufficiently developed by the President eléct. | 

“Tt is my opinion,” says Mr. Lincoln, “that the slavery 
agitation will not cease until'a crisis shall have been reached 
and passed. A house divided against itself cannot stand. I 
believe this government cannot endure permanently, half 
slave and half free. I do not expect the house to fall, but I 
expect it to cease to be divided. It will become all one 
thing or all another. Either the opponents of slavery will 
arrest its further spread. and place it where the publie mind 
shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate ex- 
tinction, or its advocates will push it forward until it shall 
become alike lawful in all the States—old as well as new, 

North as*well as South." | 
The party thus organized on the principle of hostility to 
our fundamental institutions, and upon the avowed policy of 
‘their destruction, with a candidate thus representing that 
principle and policy, has succeeded in the Presidential elec- 
tion, by obtaining a large majority of the votes of the people 
of the non-slaveholding States, and on the 4th of March next, 
would, unless prevented, have taken possession of the power 
and patronage of our-common government to wield them to 
our destruction. In contemptuous disregard of the principle 
on which that government was founded, and received our 
assent, to insure domestic tranquility, promote the general 
welfare, and, within the limit of its constitutional power, to 
exercise a fostering and paternal care over every interest of 
every section, it wasgo become our foe ati our oppressor, 
and never to pause in its career of hostility and oppression 
until our dearest rights, as well as our hon +, were crushed 
beneath its iron heel. 

.. We, the decendants of the leaders of that illustrious race 

^of men who achieved our independence and established our 
" institutions, were to become a degraded and a subject class 
under that government which our fathers created to secure 
the equality of all the States—to bend our necks to the yoke 
which a false fanaticism had prepared for them, to hold our 
rights and our property. at the sufferance of our foes, and to 
accept whatever they might choose fo leave as a free gift at 
the hands of an irrepressible power, and not as the measure 
of our constitutional rights. : 

All this, gentlemen, we were expected to submit to, under 
the fond illusion that at some future day, when our enemies 
had us in their power, they would relent in their hostility ; 
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that fanaticism would pause in vits career without having ac- 
complished ‘its purpose ; that the spirit of oppr ession would 
be exercised, and, in the hour of its triumph, would drop its 
weapons from its "hands, and cease to wound its victim. "We 
were expected, in the language of your own inspired orator, 
to “indulge in the fond illusions of. hope; to shut ovr eyés 
to-the painful truth, and listen to the song of that syren uritil 
it transformed us into beasts." 

But we in the State of Mississippi are no longer under that. 
illusion. Hope has died in our hearts. 1t received its 
death-blow at the fatal ballot-box in November last, and the 
song of the syren no longer sounds in our ears. We have 
thought long and maturely upon this subject, and we have 
made up our minds as to the course we should adopt. We 
ask no compromise and we want none. We know that we 
should not get itif we were base enough to desireit, and we 
have made the irrevocable resolve to take our interests into 
our own keeping. - - 

I have already said that twelve months since the State of 
Mississippi, in connexion with other slaveholding States, had 
taken a position, in anticipation of the result of the recent 
Presidential election, from which they could not recede if 
they were base enough: to desire it. 1 shall be pardoned by 
you, I trust, for adding that an event, of then recent occur- 
rence, which deeply concerned the honor and the dignity of 
Virginia, exercised a controlling influence in. consolidating 
the Southern mind on this subject. When the exasperation 
was at the highest, which had been caused by the long and 
weary struggle which the Southern people had been com- 
pelled to make in defence of their institutions, ihe daring 
outrage on your soil, to which I allude, was perpetrated. 

This State, r elying on the faith of constitutional obliga- 
tions and of those friendly relations which they were created 
to uphold and maintain, unconscious herself of any senti- 
ment less noble than that of unwavering loyalty to her 
constitutional obligations, and, therefore „wholly unsuspicious 
ofany treasonable design against’ her own peace and wel- 
fare, was, in a moment offancied repose, in a time of pro- 
found peace, to her own amazement and that of the whole 
Southern people, made the scene of a foray by a band of 
conspirators and traitors from the Northern States, whose 
purpose was to light up the fires of a servile insur rection, 
and'to give your dwellings to -the torch of the incendiary 
and your wives and children to the knives of assassins. ‘The 
disgraceful attempt, itis true, ended in rignominious failure. 
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. True that your slaves proved loyal, and by a prompt ex- — 


ecution of your laws you vindicated your dignity and exac- 
ted from the wretched criminals the just forfeiture of their 
lives: But the eventhad, nevertheless, a terrible significance 
in the minds of the Southern people. It was justly consid- 
cred as the necessary and logical result of the principles, 
boldly and recklessly avowed by the sectional party which 
was then grasping at the reins of government and whieh is 
now about to be inaugurated into power. l 
Let it not be supposed that I refer to this disgraceful 
event with a desire to stir up a spirit of hostility or revenge, 
or to re-awaken those sentiments of just indignation which 
the fact is so well calculated to excite. I refer toit as a 
necessary and degitimate result of the irrepressible conflict 
which has been proclaimed, of which the President elect 
gave a true exposition when he said “There is a judgment 
and a conscience at the North against slavery, which must 
‘find an outlet either through the peaceful channel of the 
ballot-box or in the multiplication of John Brown raids." I 
refer to it as a warning to the people of the Southern States, 
and to you the people of Virginia, of what they and you 
are to expect in the future when that party, whose principles 
thus give encouragement, aid and comfort to felons and 
traitors, shall have firmly established its dominion over you. 
These are some of the causes, gentlemen, which have at 
last convinced the people of Mississippi that the’ hour has 


arrived when if the South would maintain her honor, she. 


must take her own destiny into her own hands; but let it 
not be supposed that- they have not always felt a strong 
attachment to the Union of the Constitution, provided, that 
instrument could be: administered; in the spirit in which it 
was created. That form of Govérnment, on the eontrary, 
is dear to their hearts, and its necessity to them and their 
.posterity has received the sanction of their judgment. Lov- 
ing it not wisely, but too well, they have clung to it long 
after its obligations were abandoned by those,who were the 
chief recipients of its benefits, under the fond illusion that a 
returning sense-of justice and a restoration of fraternal 
relations formerly existing, would secure to them their rights. 
They long and vainly hoped that the time would again 
return, when each and every section of the Confederacy 
would recognize the rights and interests of all, and that we 
might in harmony with each other have continued to rejoice 


over what had been achieved of glory and prosperity in the .. 
past, and to look forward with united hope to the bright : 
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and glorious prospect which an observance of the principles 
of the Constitution promised in the future. * 
Alas, how has that hope been disappointed ; how has that 
illusion been dispelled ! : 
Could. we think that the erisis which is now upon us was 
. but a temporary ebulition of temper in one section of the 
country, which would in a brief time subside, we might even 
yet believe that all was not lost, and that we might yet rest 
securely under the shadow of the Constitution. But the 
stern truth of history, if we accept its teachings, forbids us 
such reflections. It is:not to be denied that the sentiment 
of hatred to our institutions in the Northern section of. the 
Confederacy is the slow and mature growth of many years 
of false teaching, and that as we have receded further and 
further from the earlier and purer days of the Republic, and 
from the. memory of associated toils and perils in the com- 
.mon cause which once united us, that sentifent of hatred 
has been fanned from a small spark into a mighty conflagra- 
tion, whose unextinguishable and devouring flames are re- 
dueing our empire into ashes. * 
-Ere yet that generation which achieved our liberty had 
passed entirely from the scene of action, it manifested itself 
in the Missouri controversy. Then were heard the -first 
sounds of that fatal strife which has raged, with occasional 
. intermissions, down to this hour. And so ominous was it of 
future disaster, even in its origin, that it filled even the 
sedate soul of Mr. Jefferson with alarm; he did not hesitate 
_to pronounce it, even then, as the death knell of the Union, 
and in mournful and memorable words to congratulate him- 
self that he should not survive to witness the calamities he 
predicted. Said he: | 
“This momentous question, like a. fire-bell in the night, 
awakened and filled me with terror. I considered it at once 
as the knell of the Union. It is hushed, indeed, for the 
present, but that is only a reprieve, not a final sentence. A 
geographical line, coinciding with a marked principle, moral 
and political, once concurred in and held up to the pgssions 
of men, will never be obliterated, and every new irritation 
will mark it deeper, until it will kindle such mutual and 
mortal hatred-as to render separation preferable to eternal 
diecord. BE 
- I regret that I am now to die in the belief that the use- 
Jess: sacrifice of themselves by the generation of 1776, to 
acquire self-government and happiness for their country, is 
to be thrown away by the unwise and unworthy passions of 
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their sons, and that my only consolatión is to be that I live - 
not. fo. weep over it.” ' E 

— But, so far were the northern. people from being warned 

by. these sad pr ophetic words, that at -each renewal of the 
struggle the sentiment of hostility has.aequired additional 
strength and intensity. The passions enlisted in it have 
become more bitter, the disregard of constitutional obliga- 
tions more marked;and the purpose to destroy our institu- 
tions more fixed and. definite. 
. An infidel fanatieism, crying .out for a higher law than 
that of the Constitution and a holier Bible than that of the 
Christian, has been enlisted in the strife, and in every form 
in which the opinions of a people can be fixed and their 
sentiments perverted, in the sehool room, the- pulpit, on the 
rostrüm, in the lecture-room and in the halls of legislation, 
hatred and contempt of us and our institutions, and of .the 
Constitution which protects them, have been inculeated upon 
the present generation of Northern people. Above all, they 
have been taught to believe that we are a race inferior to 
them in mórality aud eivilization, and that they are engaged 
in a holy crusade for our benefit. in seeking the destruction 
of that institution which they consider the chief impediment 
to our advance, but which we, relying on sacred and profane 
history for our belief in its mor ality, believe lies at the very 
foundation ef our social and political fabric and constitutes 
their surest support... 

This, gentlemen, is indeed an irrepr essible conflict: which 
we cannot shrink from if we would ; and though the Presi- 
dent eléct may congratulate himself that the crisis is at hand 
which he predicted, we; if we are true to ourselves, will 
make it fruitful of good by ending forever the fatal struggle 
and ‘placing our Institutions payne the reach of further 
hostility. - 

I know not what may be your views of the subject, nor - 
what your purpose in “this crisis; but I have already told 
you what the people of Mississippi have resolved on, and to 
that determination, you may rely upon it, they will adhere 
through every extremity. ‘of prosperous or adverse fortune. 
They, like you, are the descendants of a revolutionary race, 
which, for far. less cause raised the banner of resistance 
against a far mightier power, and. never lowered it until 
that-victory. which the god of battle gives to brave men in 
- à just.cause, had: crowned their etforts sand established their 
independence; and they have, like them, decided that -the 
time-has ar rived to trust for the safety of their honor and 
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rights only to their own strong arms and stout hearts rather 
than submit to placing those priceless blessings.1 in the keep- 
ing of their inveterate foes. 

Í shall enter into no discussion of the right of secession, 
whether it be peaceful and constitutional or violent and revo- 
lutionary. If decided at all that question must, in the nature 
-of things, be decided first by those who would force us back 
into a Union with them, which we have repudiated, and 
when they shall have made up their minds on that subject, it 
will remain for us to join the issue and accept the conse- 
quences, be they peaceful or bloody. We shall do all in our 
power to avoid a hostile collision with those who were once 
our brothers, though now divided from us by an impassable 
gulf; we wish them no harm and could our prayers avail 
them we would freely offer them, that in their future destiny 
they may have that prosperity, liberty and peace which we` 
intend to seek for ourselves under a new organization. All 
good men too will pray that that Providence which presides 
over the destinies of nations and shapes their ends, rough- 
hew them as they will, will so ordain that the friends. of 
liberty throughout the world may not have cause to mourn 
over the folly and madness and wickedness of an effort by 
arms on this continent, to subject a whole people, united in 
the vindication of their rights, and resolved§to die i in their 
defense. ` 

But if it must be so, and we are compelled to take’ up 
arms, we trust we shall know how to bear ourselves as free- 
men engaged in a-struggle for their dearest rights. We 
have learned the lesson how to do so from the history of 
your own noble Commonwealth, and we shall attempt, at 
least, to profit by the glorious example. 
| The convietion of the justice of their cause will be a 

tower of strength in the hour. of battle, ànd inspire the 
hearts of the Southern people like the sounds of that divine 
music, which in the words of the great poet, 


'“Cheered the hearts of heroes old, 
Arming to battle; and instead of rage l 
Deliberate valor breathed firm and unmoved. 
By dread of death to fight or foul retreat. n 


And when that hour comes, we know, too; wher e "Virginia, 

will stand. Her banner will float proudly ' 'over the 
perilous edge of battle" wherever it rages, and the blood of 
her sons will enrich évery field where porem men EIE 
"for their rights and their honors: ` f 
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Having thus stated the action of my State, and the causes 
which induced it, I shóuld probably best consult the propri- 
éties of the, occasion, by adding nothing to what I have 
said. I trust; however, I shall be pardoned for offering one 
or two suggestions for your consideration. The fundamental 
idea which has influenced the action of the seceding States, 
^ is the demonstrated necessity that the- Southern people 
Should take their interest and their honor into theif own 
keeping, and thus rescue them from the power of an avowedly 
hostile government. ftis notthàt they are opposed to a 
. union of the Confederated States. Such a form of govern- 
ment is not only dear to their hearts, but its value and 
necessity to them, and, their posterity receives the recog- 
nition and approval of their"^judgment. Itis no fault of 
theirs that the Union, as it recently existed, has ceased to be 
practicable or desirable. The Southern people may well 
recur with pride to the history of their connexion with that 
government. Well may they ask when have they, as States 
or individuals, proved faithless to the obligations it imposed? 
In what point have they fallen short of the full measure: of 
-duty and comity to their sister States? What indulgence 
have they not shown to the insulting prejudices and unrea- 
- soning fanaticism of the other section? What sacrifices of 
blood and treasure have they not made in the common cause, ` 
and what efforts to bring back the harmony which in the 
language of one of hér most eloquent sons, reigned in those 
days when Massachusetts summoned Washington to lead the 
armies of New England, and when Virginia and Carolina 
sent supplies of corn and rice to their famishing brethren in 
Bostón? - . g 

But such a form of government being demonstrated “to be 
impracticable with the Northern people, all that is left us 
is the creation of a great and powerful Southern Union, 


composed of States inhabited by homogenous populations, * 


and having a common interest, common sympathies, common : 
hopes, and a common destiny. e 
This is the inevitable destiny of the ade people, and 
this destiny Virginia holds in herhands. By uniting herself 
to her sisters of the South who are already in the field, she 


.. will make that a peaceful revolution whieh may otherwise 


- be violent and bloody. At the sound of her trumpet in the 
ranks of the Southern States. “ grim visaged war willsmooth 
his wrinkled front,” peace and prosperity will again smile 
upon the country, and we shall hear no more threats of 
coercion Against sovéréign States asserting thei* indepen: 
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denee. The Seater people, under your lead, will again,be 
united, and liberty, prosperity and power, in happy union, 
will take  up-their abode in the great Southern Republic, to 
which we may safely: entrust our destinies.. These are the 
noble gifts which Virginia can again confer on the country, 
by prompt and decided action at the present. ` 

» In conclusion gentlemen, let me renew -to yon. the invità- 
tion of my State and people;to unite and co- operate with 
your Southern sisters who are already in the field, in defense 
of their rights. We invite you to. come qui, from the house 
of our eneniies, and'take a proud position in that of your 
friends and kindred. Come and.be received as an older 
brother whose counsels will guide our.action and whose 
leadership we will willingly follow. Come and give us the 
aid of your advice in counsel and. your arm in battle, and be 
assured that when you do come, as we know you will do at 
no distant day, the signal of your move will send a thrill of 
joy vibrating through every Southern heart, from the Rio 
Grande to the Atlantic, and a shont of joyous congratula- 
tion will go up which will shake the continent from its 
centre to Ht circumfer ence. 


[DOCUMENT E.] 
JACKSON MISSISSIPPI, January 12th, 1861, 


To His EXCRLLENÓY, J OHN J. PETTUS, 
| POIDS OF MISSISSIPPI. 


Dear Sir :—I have thé honor to report to: you that acting 
under the commission, whieh you conferred upon me as 
Commissioner from the State of Mississippi to the State of 
South Carolina, under a resolution adopted at the Extraor- 
dinary session of the Legislature of Mississippi of 1860. 

I proceeded to the Capitolof South Carolina, where I 
arrived on the 15th day of December, A. D., 1860, and im- 
mediately laid before His Excellency, William Gist, Gover- 
nor of the State of South Carolina, my credentials as such 
Commissioner, together with the act passed. at the Extraor- 
dinary session conyoking the sovereignty ‘of Mississippi, and 


^. . 88 | 
the resolutions on Federal Relations, and the resolutions 
authorizing the Executive. of Mississippi: ta 'appoint.Lom- 
missioners- for.the.:State:of-Mississippi:to the: slaveholding 
Silo. 220. x uE Rea cnm. cu oM LP VC 
: «Governor. Gist reported my arrival:to the-Legislature:of 
South Carolina, then:in: session, and-a committee of the two 
houses was appointed to.wait: upon :me,:and signify to me 
that the Legislature: was prepared to receive any eommüni- 
cation : I:miglit: desire to: make to them, and to extend to 
mé as suehCominissióner, the hospitalities of the State. I 
replied to the committee, returning my thanks for the cour- 
tesies and civilities exténded through me to the State I had 
the honor to represent; and said to them that as I was ac- 
credited by:the: terms of my commission. “to -the-authorities 
-of the-State: of, South. Qarolina;-ànd' as. the highest author- 
ity of the State was -to assemble in: Conventión-on the fol- 
‘lowing Monday, I. would make my communitations to: the 
. Convention.: The Sovereign Convention-of South-Carolina 
met on. »Motiday, the’ 17th day:of:December,. A. D.. 1860, 


«and was organized, by the, eléction-of Gen. Jamison as per: - 
.máñent ‘President, ahd- Mr: Arthur as: Clerk...‘ My creden- > 


tials; having been transferred. by His. Excellency, Governor 
Pickens, . the recently’ elected-goyérnor of: South Carolina, 
t9 the’ President of the Convention. .. A- committeé was:ap- 


"pointed to wait upon the Hon. Mr. Elmore, the Commis- -. 


sioner from «Alabama, and myself -ás Commissioner:of Mis- 
sissippi to South" ‘Carolina, and ‘signify *to.“us“that the 
- Convention was prepared: to receive any communication we 
- might have'to make to" the authorities of -Sbuth. Carolina, 
for-the respective States we representéd;.: ; o: ise 
"I éndearored:to. express. in plain.and siniple terms” the 
«attitude of the:people:of : Mississippi, and have the honor 
-to submit hérewith-my:remarks to the Convention of South 
‘Carolina, màde' under: and «by virtue. of the Commission 
‘which yo did ie thé honor to-conferuponmé.-: - . : > 
; 4 In“cofsequénce of a: Lien d epidemic at the. Capital 
Of the: State; the Convention and. Legislature adjourned the 
: respective budies.to Charleston. ' Having ‘been:-invited ‘to 
attend the deliberations ofthe: Convention;;at the point to 
«which the Cónvertion had. adjourned itg/sittings, I pro- 
: ceeded: to .Charlestón, where on the 20th of December; A. 
: D. 1860, the Ordinance of Secession was reported by Ohan- 
.-gellor Inglish, the chairman of the committee of seven, ap- 
pointed to-draft the ordinance, and in an assembly composed 
of M ee and seventy members, ‘embracing the high 
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estítalent.of:thé State, upon -the call of the.yeas‘and ays 
ihere was ‘not:a single absentee, nor 4 single: noj: and-.the 
unanimity which so happily characterized the proceedings 
‘of the Convention, was. but a reflex of the-unanimity which 
-exists among the people of South Carolina. ^: o cout 
CT sca Ehayvethe honor to besir, ^ 7. 00.0 ov 
Secus: o taniy € 2g? Very respectfully © 22 c ps. 
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Gentlemen of. the: Convention of South.Carolina :—IFhave 
been: profoundly gratified at:the cordial «welcome: and the 
kindly hospitality -which has met me in the-home of my ma- 
tivity, and E have been more profoundly gratified "when I 
reflected that it has-been visited upon'me not.so muchas a 
‘hatter of personal conipliment, but an indication of that 
homogeneous disposition of: the people, to -the-strong ties of 
affinity which bind men of Mississippi- to. men of .Carolina. 

Coming to you as the representative:of a sister rd 
«State; at this. most important and: critical period. of .out-his- 
tory, Ifeelit to be my: duty. to speak the sentiment:of the 
people: whom T represent..:: I feel it my duty to possess:this 
body with the exact.condition of things which exist in Mis- 
Sissippi atzthis'important.erisis of «our history: ' “+”. 
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rium deputed to speak: the sentiments of the State which - 


1 have the honor to. represent; by virtue of a resolution 
which passed both: branches ofour Legislature "without a 
Single. dissehting voice; and also to announce that the bill 
' convokitig the/sovereign - people of the State. of “Mississippi, 
in Convention; was passed by both brantlies‘of: our Legisla- 
ture without & single dissenting voice: Coming, therefore, 
thus authorized by ‘the Levislature of. the State, ¿and 'spéak- 
‘ing: ihe: sentiments:of: the: people of Mississippi; 1: fell au- 
‘thorized: to-declare it givés:me:profound :gratification. tobe 
able tosay-that, coming back'to'the home of:my:nativity, I 
listened: to-day, with: a proud:.pleasure:to:-the words. of. wis- 
dom ‘and: patriotism ‘that-fell from tbe'lips-o£ the "Governor 
, leet, amd admcónfident thatothére.:was:not/ohe sentiment 
- in His:miembrable. address «to. thé Legislaiure whith twotld 
- not: have Peceived the souid, :hearty :plaudits in Mississippi, 
"that.it.miét.from the imen:of Carolina, Ands :féltithat I 
‘vould havé--been .untrue*to my mother: and false to"thé in- 
stincts of the soil upon which I was reared, did.J- not give 
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a hearty response to every sentiment; and know that 1 
would be equally untrue to the home of my adoption and 
the séntiment that reigns—that rules the hearts of thé peo- 
ple—did-I not give, ‘on her part, a cordial approbation to 
every sentiment that fell from hislips. : | RN 
' I would deem it somewhat inappropriate to the occasion 
to go into a general discussion of the political ethics of the 
country—inappropriate, alone, however, because I came 
simply tó speak the sentiments of the people of Mississippi, 
Hand eonyey to you what was the authoritative action in our 
Legislature; this done my mission will have ended.‘ 
But there is a question presented by your very convoca- 
tion here, and one which, perhaps, has not been understood 
in most of the Southern and Southwestern States of the 
confederacy to the-extent and depth in which you under- 
stand it in South Carolina. I mean the question of how 
the ‘features of the federal government, or the:ties of its 
 existencé, are to be changed. . There is, however, a great 
principle underlying all constitutions and govérnments—the 
: gréat principle which is enumerated in the very second arti- 
Sle of the bill of rights attached to the Constitution of Mis- 
sissippi and most of the States.of the confederacy-—to:claim 
-that' it is the right of the people to alter, to change, to 
‘amend, aye, to abolish the form of government whenever to 
_them it Shall seem proper. That. is ‘the. great principle 
which underlieseñot only your federal constitution, but which 
¿lies at the basis of all your State constitutions—the. right 
of the people, the power.of the people, aye; and the duty of 
the people, to resunie the powers of. government with which 
` they have entrusted their agents whenever those agents have 
próven.ànd ‘manifested themselves to be unfaithful in the 
dischargé of the trust. -$t is a great principle which under- 
_ Jies.alike the powers granted to the federal government and 
the powers granted by the people to State governments, and 
. when it shall fail to be recognized, when it shall fail to be 
Admitted, then the existence of the Koverument ig a mere 
- question of its power to perpetuate itself. And; in refererice 
to the federal government, while it exists somewhat under 
different forms from State governments, it. is still dependent 
upon this great general principle, which we.of Mississippi 
- have always contended to belong: alike to the federal and 
: “State governments. Do. we seem to be almost oblivious-to 
"the fact, of this great question of the right-of thé soveréign 
. states of the confederacy, each. acting: for herself und by 
het, and bound only by hor- own get-slo. wed’ dem 
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almost to lave- been forgetful of the origin of the gov- ` 


ernment itself? . This great Fight of the sovereign. parties 
to the compact, whenever the federal government has depar- 
ted from the orbit in which tlie constitution bids it móve, in 
the: language ‘of. your ‘great, statesman, is mot a. Simple 
-Xight, but it is the duty of the sovereign, creators to speak 
in- the language of master: and’, bid it, retürn again to the 
orbit in-which the. constitution ‘has directed it to mové. |. 
” Itis the great principle which underlies’ the federative 
government, as well as the great principle which ‚underlies 
. the state constitutions.. As under the state constitutions the 
power of tlie people at all times exists to.resume the author- 
ity entrusted -to its agents, and to resume its government of 
.the Convention in the mode and manner in which they in- 
vested them with it—so the right, the power and the duty ex- 
ists on, the part of the states to resume the authority they 
have granted to the federal government, whenever that fed- 
_eral government shall seek, to; pervertit. The two great 
. principles are alike in their application ; and; what I had 
occasion to say at home I will repeat here, that if the pen of 
the historian, shall éver'record their downfall, not’merely in 
the governmént, not merely in the Union, but their downfall 
. in the hearts of the people, that act recorded by him will 
: be as much owing to the trucúleney of the minority. in the 
_ government as to the aggressive acts.of-the majority. | . 
We have, been taught to think and believe in. Mississippi 
. that'all governments and especially your federal government 
are bui agencies established by the people to effect certain 
"reat purposes and ends, and acting under the strict lettér of 
the constitution whenever that agent exceeds its authority, 
dnd assumes'a power never granted, the states must be 
untrue to themselves if they fail to speak to ‘that, govern- 
ment in the language of master. This is Our idea in Missis- 
_Sippi of the character of the government. We have been 
taught to believe, that it originated precisely. as yout State 
Ñ E originated —by the consent of the people. “Your 
state government, having its origin by. the consent’ of the 
- pedple, your federal government owes its existence to the 
. fonsent of the sovereign States that madeit, and the same 
grand principle underlies: them hoth, only in different qe- 
grees.”, In reference to a State government, “the consent of 
.. the govertied' gives power. tó the Governor, The Góyernor 
„does not become the people, but their agent; and so in the 
"federal government this power exists by the consent of the 
sovereign States who framed it. Aye, in the language of 
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the.noted Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, “the Statés are.the 
, breath. of its nostrils, and have the power- to put'an end to 
it- to-morrow. by a bare refusal. to elect Senators and: Rep- 
resentatives.”:. 1 have thus stated these two propositions— 
. «exe of. which pertains to, State governments, and the other 
-to the federal government—in order to show that when we 
"adopted the existing constitution—when the States met in 
. solemn "convócation: in Philadelphia, in 1787, and framed 
the constitution, they acted by States,:they voted by States, 
and they voted clause by clause that constitution into power; 
but when, that.Convention had .met, acted and adjourned, 
the Constitution of the United States was an idle piece of 
. parchment, devoid of life and vitality. It required the sov- 
-ereign masters of that Convention—the separate States—to 
breathe into it its vitality and power of existence. Hence 
-it;was that; the ninth article of the Constitution is, known 
: -a8 the Ratification article. It required nine of the eleven 
_ States of the Union to adopt that Constitution. With all 
‘the wisdom and patriotism that reigned and ruled in that 
Convention, when” Washington, Madison, the Ruiledges, 
. sand all the great men.of power in the days of the Revolu- 
r3 ‘tion, lived—even after they had ‘performed their duties, and 
. favored the. existence of the present constitutional govern- 
- ment, it was referred back to the sovereign States, each to 
. act, for herself and: to: be’ bound alone by her own. act.— 
- When it-was referred to the people of South Carolina they 
‘had a right, if in their judgment they thought proper, so far 
, as they were;coneerned, to -have defeated its adoption, be- 
cause, by the article of ratification, that constitution was a 
; compact only between the. States ratifying the same. ‘Thus 
"you see it was in the power of four-of the smallest States of 
: the-confederacy, with.a population of something less than 
‘three hundred, thousand, absolutely tó have defeated the ob- 
jeet of the constitution itself. And then, too, by this article 
~-of ratification,no State that did ratify it possessed the power 
^to ratify it for any other State, but only to ratify it as to 
, herself + and hence it was that Virginia, New York, Rhode 
- Island, and. various other States of the confederacy, in their 
- articles of ratification, declared that whenever the power of 
“the- government «should be perverted to the destruction of 
. the liberties of the people of the State, they had, the right 
: ond authority, and the.duty devolved «upon them, to resume 
these bonds: This. being then the character of the goveyn- 
. Went, the question arises whether or not the exigency has 
xp Hs requires that the sovereign States of the cou: 
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federacy who made the Paan government by their sover- 
eign-act, ought to resume to themselves the power, authority 
and duty, with which they have investéd the federal Union. 

And while I-refer to the existing state of things in speak- 
ing to you, I may. speak somewhat in advisory terius; but 
not intentionally upon my part ; and should I ‘do: so, it:is 
only because I believe, aye; I may say I know, that the in- 
terest and: welfare, and destiny and fate of: South Carolina, 
is the interest, welfare, destiny and fate of Mississippi. The 


question arises simply as to whether or not the exigency has . 


arisen which makes it the duty of the sovereign States of 
this confederacy.to resume the powers with which they: en- 
trusted the federal government.: I hope that'it is unnéces- 
‘sary in speaking to Carolina to say, if she has the right to 
form the government, she has also the right to change: it, 
and then your government exists alone to-the extent and 
capacity and power which. it possesses to make itself” per- 
petual. In other’ words, the authority. with which’ you 
have invested the federal government is ñot 'subject..to- te 
sumption, - and if that-féderal government, whether acting 
through its legislative, executive or jüdicial-departmients 
possesses the power to determine your existence in-it, then 
you have no moré authority to reverse that goveérnmerit, or 


annul it, than have tlie serfs of Russia: to change the form .. 


of government- under whiéh- they live. If. the authority 
and. right does exist under the rights of the-Statesto fe- 
` ume the powers, with which they entrusted'the federál:góv- 
- ernment, whether acting as” one, two or:three States,.then 
they have the ability to résist the act by alFthe inéáns in 
` their power. i ze qu P Tu — uU eR a aer F 
- We have thought, in Mississippi, that-in allprobability 
- the great principle that all government is: based: upoii the 
: consent of thé people, would be recognized’ by. the federal 
authority ; and that no body of:men, im.any State, would 
be found who would question it. On that we may be mis- 
taken. It is barely possible that the federal government'as 
now constituted, or as it-will be constituted on thé'4th of 
- March next, will forget the great fact that it is based - upon 
the sovereign States who made it, tliat it -owes'its: origin 
and daily existence to the véluntary act-of: those Stated re- 
maining in the Union.- Théy may “object, but in the" làn. 
‘guage of your distinguished Governor. elect to-day,” we 
must remember that this govérnniént was credited principally 
for'the conduct of our foreign relátions--principally to. give 
strength to us abroad, and 1h order to constitute'ns a power 
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da the earth.” Now, what has been the history of the fed- 


eral government for the last three years? . Has it been an 
effort to: give to the people of the United States, as a people 
‘homogeneous, a like political. interest, and ‘social welfare 
-and elevated: position on the page of. history? No, my coun- 
tiymen ; it has been a disgraceful. squabble on the floors ‘of 
‘the, national Legislature to make 'oné portion of this people 
“of despotic power a controlling élement in the government, 
"in order tó oppress the other.portion. I have been told that 
the ‘history of the Union was à .nationál history, arouud 
which, in spite of the opposition to it, clung the warmest 
affections of our people; and I have begged leave to remind 
the friends who made the suggestion to nie, that, in the Dec- 
laration'of ‘Independence, our fathers saw fit to. declare, not 
that the people of the United States, but that these colonies 
are and ought to be free and independent States. "The his- 
tory of thé Revolution shows nothing more than that they 
established «the gréat doctrine of mutual independence.— 
They never intended that State lines should be.obliterated ; 
aiid when the mind of New England, with a great constitu- 
tional lawyer, a man of lofty and proud intellect and eñor- 
"mous power, stood in thé Congress of the United States 
. contending for this as a government operating upon the peo- 
ple of ‘a: State—we say it with respect—he stood there as a 
. parrtizan' ee interest of his client ; and 
„a great statesman of the West, he whose name indeed has 
become national, and whosé fume belongs.to the country at 
large, when he stood in the Congress of the United States 
“claiming : the . authority of ‘tht "Constitution of-the United 
, States, and arguing the powers of the government to inau- 
gurate and enforce it; Tie stood there ás a great popular ora- 
„tòr, biit also s à partizan lawyer, defending the case of. his 
_ client, “But when your own dos statesman, who spoke 
‘not for the glory, ayé:no, and, not for the’ generation, -but 
who spoke for all time to come, who 'spoke:ez:cathedra, be- — 
cause lie spoke the truth, the simple trath—-when your own ° 
- great Calhoun was.heard, he established, at least in the 
, ‘hearts of. the people.of Carolina and her‘ sister States the 
| great principle. that this was & goverhment based upon’ the 
| "Gülsentof ihe people, and (hat the federal government ia 
| But the agent of the States, and eóuld'not exist day with- 
| 
‘ 
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the election. of: Lincoln, all party lines in. Mississippi -have 
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.. States rights man, but one regarded as with the opposition, 
ississippi, 
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there are some. whó have said;. “we “are with you, we are 
Minute Men-with, you, and standby you ready when sum- 
moned tó aid the Southern States. " Take the advance move- 
ment and. we will be there as readily as you States rights or 
sécession men, but we believe it-will be a war of revolution 
instead of a peaceful resumption by.a sovereign State of the 
powers invested ^in, thé general- governmient.”. We have 
told them, “we have no-quarrel with your motives ; we will 
not ask yoü to assign a reason. We know you to be wrong: 
ii regard to the'reasons. which animate you, but still we 
know, that in the final “hour, in the day of.trial, you will 
stand’ heart to heart, shoulder to shoulder, hand to hand: 
with us.”... The resolutions -were"passed.by the Legislature 
by'an overwhelming majority, but not with thé entire una- 
himity of the Convention bill, or the resolution authorizing 
the Executivé to appoint commissioners to the various 
States, but still with a majority: so.‘overwhelming that, 
although “division was called for, but afew feeble: voices, 
here and there, dissented to it. “1 will read' the resolution 
to which I refers: ^7 729 ee 0 7? 

2 Besolved -by the Legislature of the? State of. Mississippi, 
That in the opinion of: those whó now constitute the State 
Legislature, the'sécession of'each ‘aggrieved State is the 
properfemedy for these“injuries’” y 57.7570. 0 077 
. This was not:an. idle resolution—it was. not one adopted 
without calmness and forethought, reflection and, delibera- 
tion.: "The" people I have the honor to represent are not in 
a, passion upon: this question, but. have acted considerately, 
resolutely and in’ a determined form; There is no extite- 
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: menit upon this question: ainongst my people." The principle 


of: that-resolution, declaring that the appropriate and pro- 
per remedy: is the separate secession of each aggrieved State, 
is.the principle which will be- found the .ruling and the con- 
trolling element in the. Convention which will meet on the 
Tth of January next.’ And while there may be—while there 
doubtless will be, some few dissenting voices—for, as I have 
said héretofore; we .have.not the pleasure of having that - 
unanimity you have—even the opposition party of Mississippi, - 
the frankestmán of that-party, thé man of the most formida- 
ble intellect and most tremendous power—a man I know and 
respect às à. Citizen, but differ from in politics—has not hes. . 
itated to: declare; and in print as well as by speech, that the > 
election, of Mr. Lincoln even he regarded as an open’ decla- ' 
ration óf, War on the part of the Northern people. I present 
thisin yon properly explain the attitude of even.the op- 
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position men in Mississippi. Eyen they feel that the, emer- 
gency or exigency has arisén which imperiously requires her, 
in her sovereign capacity, to resume the authority entrusted 
to the federal government... ^ ^ 0 oe) 577 

e have been anxions to- secure. co-operation in -every 


Southern slaveholding Staté. |^ ^ ^7. 277 A a 
Xt was recommended by our, Governor, in a message sent 
to our Legislature, that a bill be revived which formerly 
stood on. the statute books of Mississippi, interdicting 'the 
introduction of slaves from border slave States, .” We felt . 
that it was the. true ‘policy at this time, in this emergency; 
and under the circumstances in which we arë placed, to “do 
aught which indicated the slightest distrust. of any slave 
State of the confederacy ; and theréfore, that portion of the 
message was not favorably acted upon by. the Legislature. 
We earnestly desired co-operation; yet we have not thought: 
of obtaining it. Even the opposition party. have said that 
while they demanded that'this co-operation should be ivi 
ted, it did not follów that they should réfüse.to- act.— . 
The argument advanced is simple, and is intended to gite 
out that. we do not intend to attach ourselves to anybody 
who are not assimilated to oursélves. As a simple.actof 
courtesy to the other slave Státes, the Executive has appoin- 
ted, or will appoint, delegates to all these States, simply sọ- 
liciting_action, but not to feel that Mississippi-is bound by 
any refusal to act. Acting upon a principle which ‘was 
inaugurated in Mississippi years age, that, profound as'is 
our respect, deep and abiding as is our love for that Staté 
which has ever stood in the first rank.in defending .the. lib- 
erties of the country, even South Carolina éóuld not control 
Mississippi. In other words, she claims for herself the right 
to act upon this matter as you claim for yourselves the right 
to act. We learned the lesson from you, gentlemen, that it- 
is not only the-right, but the solemn. duty of each State, 
now that a Northern séctional majority has, or will have 
control of the government, to declaré for secession" . Why 
longer continue in this government ? “May T not say, in the 
languagé of an éloquent Virginian, “Why stand. you heré 
idle?" We stand here to-day on. the face of, the earth, with 
all the financial embarrassments which surround us, the sole 
and single people who have, by their social system, explained 
the relation between capital and labor. .Why, at the North 
and: in England there is a constant’ warfare. -The siniple 
question, then, as Lsaid before, gentlemén of the Conyen- 
tion, is as to whether or not you will resume the powers 
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and Mississippi, and from Georgia and Alabama, all at the 
ut circumstances having. convoked your Con- 


elieve ‘that the people of South ‘Carolina will snatch . 


and appeal to force; the first Federal gun fired at the bosom 
of the mother will boom across the contineat and bring back . 
to her defense the willing hearts and ready arms of a thou- 
sand true sons—and side-hy side along with them will come 
hundreds whose footsteps never pressed your soil, but whose 
hearts are. deeply.imbued with -the great living principle of 
goverpment which . owes: its origin-to the soil of South 
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i ns JACKSON, MissrssrPPL, January 12th, 1860. 


To -His-ExcELLENCY.J. J. PETTUS, « ' da c 
I NNI S. du . GOVERNOR, dC” 
` Si; —1I have the honor to inform your Excellency that in 
pursuance of my appointment as Commissioner to"Tennessee, 
T arrived at the Capitol of that State on. the 5th inst., and. 
proceeded m once to lay before His Excellency, Governor 
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Harris, the evidences of, and enter upon the duties assigned . 
to me ià my appoiutment.- The Legislature ‘assembled: in. 
extraordinary session on thé Tth inst. . Oi the following day 
Governor Harris sent in'a special message, accompanied-by? 
my éródéntials, and informing the body that T was ready to` 
communicate with them.:: 'Phereupori a resolution; was passed. 
by the two Houses inviting me to meet and address: them in” 
joint convention. "Thát' duty I performed; and’ herewith" 
present to your Excellency a copy of the Address E delivered -. 
on the occasion.’ Tam gratified in being able to state-tliat: 
there is a growing patriotic: sentiment in favor of: the, stand’ 
assumed by the seceding States in resistance to the domina: ' 
tion of a sectional majority which is about to- assume the- 
reins of government over the States which may: consent ‘to 
remain in the Union. oe 
T cannot doubt that thé gallant. and chivalrous’ State’ of 
Tennessee will consider that honor ‘and “duty alike- yequiré/ 
that she shall cast her lot with the States which have, and- 
will renounce allegiance to a, Government no longér willing; 
if indeed able, to afford that; protection to the interests and, 
institutions of the South which of right belong-to,them. . ' 
` Thave the honor to be, ^ o ee, 

.. Very respectfully, 2.0 5070 07 VE 
' ^. Your obedient servant, |... 7. 
CT. 32 WHARTON. ^ 
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“Mr: President. and ; Geiitlemen, of tlie Senate and ‘of ‘the 
House of Representatives of Tennessee: —Returning tò“ my, 
native State, after. many years residence abroad, T 4m “pro: 
foundly grateful for the cordial reception extended to me by 
His Excelleney, the Governor, and the assembléd Represen- 
tatives of the people..." . ARTE 517, à 

I know, however, and am p to acknowledge that the 
compliment. ‘ië not:inténded for me personally, but for the 
State which I have the honor to represent on this occasion. 
In her name, and by her àuthority, [:come-to: commune with’. 
you in reference to the fearful political crisis which has be- 
fallen our common country, in the hope thatthe co-operation 
of Tennesseé may.be Secured in the effort to: préserye the 
rights, the honor and independence of'the slaveholding- 
States of this Confederacy. ' 5 577777 7 Sa sims 
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I am charged, in the language of my commission, td 


. inform your honorable body, and the people. of the.State 


you represent,:that the Legislature of Mississippi has passed 
am act calling a Convention of. the people:of the State. to 
consider, the present threatening relations of the. Northern 
and Southern sections of the Confederacy, aggravated by 
the recent election of a-Presiden&upon principles of hostility 


- to the State of the South, and-to express. the earnest. hope 


i 


of, Mississippi that Tennessee will co-operate with her in. the 
adoption of efficient:measures for the. common defense and. 
safety of the States thus threatened. That Convention 
assembled, on the. 7th inst; and is now in session deliberating 
upon the action contemplated. by the Legislature in the act 
which called it into being. ..  . - E Me 


~ ^ 


Tam charged also to present certain, resolutions adopted, 
almost -without a dissenting voice, enumerating the Srievan- 
ces.of which they complain, and: prescribing the remedy. for 
ihe same. Hach of the measures thus adopted has received 
the sanction of -the people, in an election held on the 20th. 
Bouan o a oo us Dc » Werne. 
., A. popular majority of not less than.18,000, and a majority 
iñ the Convention of from 60 to 10, have cordially endorsed ` 
the action of the Legislature in the premises. . =~. 
, Notwithstanding the differences of opinion that exist 
amongst us as to the.character of the remedy proposed, there 


is but one sentiment as to the. necessity of. prompt and effi- 


cient action. That unanimity of sentiment prevailed even 
before the recent startling evenis which.have occurred in 
South .Carolina. Probably there is not.in the State.a man 
who does-not feel that the argument is exhausted; that it isin 
vain longer to remind.the dominant majority of ihe North 
of their repeated violations of.the Constitutional rights ; of 


- the South, of: the consideration: upon which the South. acqui- 


esced in the compromise measures'of 1850-51, which:at.the 
time convulsed and so nearly dissolved.the Union. +°. -+ 

. Lhe most.distinguished leaders of the party: opposed: to 
the:immediate and separate secession-of. the: State, unhesita- 
tingly denounced the election of Mr. Lincolnas a détlaration 
of. war against.the Southern States, and'indignantly repelled 


$ 4 


the thought of submitting to it. . - CE oes 
‘ Indeed, they pointed ‘to the necessity. of a.Southern Con- 
federacy, and. only seught.the co-operation of Southern. 


States, and. to: secure. that recommended, that a Convention. 


of:such, States should be held... ^ D oa uuu 
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. Her sovereign voice can only be inferred from the known 
and declared: sentiments of the delegates: who liave-béen. 
eleeted. In'a few days, if not ere this, the Convention"will 
vive expression to itin the most solemn “ind authorative 
form. ‘When thathas been done it will be the cómniand of 
thé sovereign, which, like the fiat of the Omnipotent, chal- 
lengés the. obedience of every citizen. . I Pk 
` That obedience will berendered, not grudgingly, but-with 
alacrity. Already the publie mind is expecting it, and is 
LE sees it.. E A E P 
Forgetting all past. politicál dissensions, her sons will 
gather round her standard, and vieing with each other: in 
demonstrations of loyalty and affection; there swear eternal 
fidelity fo her sacred cause. . ` RRA 
. Without repeating the almost “innumerable instances in 
which thë anti-slavery sentiment of the North has invaded 
the constitutional rights of the people of the South, many 
of which ‘are setforth in the preamble to the -resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of Mississippi, I may say ‘its 
ag gressive spirit has culminated in-thé recent’ Presidential 
election. -© : ' a KW ELM 
The election of a sectional candidate, by a dominait seč- 
tional majority, on a platform -of hostility to the'constitu-. 
tional rights of the people of fifteen sovereign States, was 
am event which never entered the minds of the framers of 
the Constitution. * Like parricide amongst the Grecians— . 
theré was no law to’ punish it, -as they supposed no child 
could be so- unnatural as to murder his parènt. So, the 
ságes who framed the Magna; Charta of our liberties; never 
imagined that the:time would come when it would be pos- 
sible, in a Government of équal, confederated, sister sover- 
eigns, that a: majority organized upon’ prixtciples of deadly 
hostility to the domestic institution of the minority, would 
obtain the ascendancy. - QU ME GN ee. ee ee 
"The cardinal principles upon which the theory of govern- 
ment rests which they iiiaugurated was.the absolute equality 
of the States, in all political rights and privilegés. © «7 
- To establish that principle. the battle of the Révolution 
were fought. . It was worth all the blood and-tréasure, pri- 
vations and. suffering it cost. - When'it has been surrendered, 
nothing accomplished by the "Revolution -worth presérving 
will remain. * Mississippi has determined to cling to-it, “as 
the mariner clings to the last plank; when night and the 
tempest have gathered around him.” 
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It is not the mere election of Lincoln—insulting as that 
of itself. would .be, in, view .of the offensive reptimente he 
hasttfered, and is.known to enieriain —w nicn- has awakened 
that.tornado-of popular indignation which, is now sweeping 
over the-South, It is not the mere platform upor which he 
was-nominated—infamous as:.that is to. the Southern may— 
but, it is the determined, aggressive spirit of: Abolition, under- 
lying and.sustaing the party which -has secured, his triumph 
andthe overthrow of the Constitution. -Itip,the unappeas- 


. able hatred which that party cherishes, and has.ever cherished, 


for slavery and the slaveholder, that proclaims, to us that. 
there is an " irrepressible.confliet? between them and.us, -.. It 
is that the Chair of State, once occupied by Washington, is 
to-be. desecrated by -the chief of a party which has risen 
npon, the principle of denying to: the, citizens .:of fifteen 
sovereign States that equality of rights seonred.to them in 


- the common property of all the States.- It is that. an insti- 


tution existing at the formation of the Constitution, and now 
the foundation:of the. wealth, prosperity. and happiness of 
twelve millions of people, ‘is to be-outlawed, -and the moral 
sentiment of the world invoked to make it, and.those who 
tolerate.it, hateful.. It is that. the President, elect owes. his 
triumph to such a party, -that.he has pandered to such; a 
sentiment, .and that the Government is to be administered ' 


Submit io the domination ;of such a «party. and of such a 
chie kk L.: NP MA ZEE EET za Ux i 
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+; In thát-appeal, she invokes no sympathy or compassion. 
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6 doubt that, as Eo the deathléss plains of ‘Chalmette and 
at the storming of Monterey they stood shoulder to shgildér, 
they. will be separated. now when the holiest eaquse that ever 
inspired: the human heart, -Summons them to the-cónflict: ^: . 
- Mississippi know and appreciates thė loyalty tothe Union - 
which has: ever-distinguished her.sister, . The sentiment has 
an abiding place: in her: own bosoni« "To itsheisready-to 
saerifice:-everything which-a proud sovereign State may or 
dare-sactifice- of--easé,‘comifort -or convenience. “Hex hondr. 
and constitutional rights ‘she-may ñt; dare -fiot surrender: 
For the hónor of-the National Government, ghe has sacrificed 
hecátombs «of -hér: best sons. - -Fò ‘vindicate - her own honor 
sheis ready. to-sacrifice -her last:son; :and- herself-disappeár 
from: the-map of nations; She bids me say that: “she loves 
&nd-eberishes-the. Union ; that she remembers, «with-tlie 
kindest feelings, our common'oripin, with pridé oat common 
achievements, dnd‘has fondly: anticipated the commén great- 
ness ‘and glory which has seemed to-await us y but thatorigin; 
achievements abd; anticipation of coniing -gréatness, are to 
us vas ndthing:compared “to this:question ;: that it isto s.a 
vital question: ; that'it involves^hot-only--our liberty; but 
what's greater (ifto freemen: anything ‘can: be): existencé 
itself? "So, viewing-1t, and dispairing- of. a returning sénse 
of justice with -her haughty: andi victorious. fóe; ‘she. has 
determined to welcome: death'rather- than submission.: She 
considers a-dissolütion 0f the Unión a great,-though not:thé 
greatest: cálamity. In the language ‘of. her own-watrior 
statesman; the fearless; the -chivalrous: Davis, «““She-would 
cling:tenacionusly ito our constitutional--G'overnment, «seting 
. as she does, in the fraternal union of equal States, the benefit 
to all, andthe fulfillment. of: that bigh: destiny “which our 
fathers: hoped -for:and-left-it for: their-sóns to” attain: She 
has seen the national flag surrounded. by the flags of foreign 
countries-and: the pulsatioús of her-heart have beat.quieker 
‘with-every breeze which displayed ‘its honored. :stripes:and 
brilliant: constellation; >- She has looked with venération'on 
those stripes, as recording the. original -sizè of our political 
family, and with*pride upon that ‘constellation, as marking 
the-family’s growth...She glories.in the.position her own 
star holds- M the : group,’ but sooner: than-see -its «lustre 
dimmed ;.. sooner: -thar see- it degraded. from “its present 
'equality;she would :tear it-from:its place, tube seb:evenson 
the perilous: ridge -of battle, as 'a “sign: round - which:;her 
-bravest tind:best should gather:tóthe harvest: home of death." 
What has transpired since the election to encourage the 
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hope that:the dangers apprehénded from the trfimph of the. 
Black Republican: party are ‘disappearing or diminishing? 
Whilst: prayers and. supplications : are‘ going. up. from. the 
hearts' of«patriots that He whe stilletli:thé tempest and.rules 
im the:armies of-men, would . disperse , the-dark- storm-cloud: 
which -overshadows the lind:; whilst the. silent watches of 
the night.have attested the'zeal of veñerated statesmen? to 
concert measures ‘to - preserve alike the Union of: the States 
and the rights of the South, what indication have our.ene- 
mies.given:of:a willingness.ór thejr-part to recede: from the 
position which' has .caused ‘all the danger? ~ Go- to their 
organs-—of the public press—and to their: speakers oit the 
floor-.of .Congress, and: catch. the “haúghty :contempt. with 
which they treat a/suggestion:that their platform shall be 
modified, or :thé offensive: State-enactments' of which: we 
eomplain;-repealed, : They arethemselves ready tó denounce 
their choser chief: as 4: traitor, if in,the- policy upon which 
he shall:administér the: Government, he fail to carry:0ut the 
platform: on which he:wastiominated, or should, for a moment, 
yield.£ó-the * insolent.demands of a-hatefubslaveoligarehy:" 
Catch the éxultant mote ith: whieh:they hailed his election; 
as he.finalovérthtow of slavery: Hear the swelling chorus 
boine-on: every. breeze -to every» land : proclaiming: the: first 
triumph of the party which should, at no distant day, inaw 
gurate the reign of equality of all races and colors, andthe 


dent, elect, whose'silence-since;his election, and during. the 
canyass; has-héen: as :profound as itis. ofrinoús. - Read: his 
last. deliverances: to the public ear. “As late as the. 16th: of 
April;:1859, he said : ^ This.is a world'of compensation, and 
he:who would:be-no: slave. must consent :£o-haye no slave. 
Those who deny freedom: tó-others: deserve it. not for them; 
selves and under a just God;.canpot- lóng:-retain it.". -But 
once- during the canvass’ was his voice.heard; which: was 
when he spoke at his own door to his neighbors and friends. 
At Springfield, the last of, July; or early in August, lig was 
put forward very- unexpectedly, and. spoke with.less tkan 
|! hissaccuslomed caution. He said: “My-. friends «you will 
fight for this eause four years hence, as you now fight for it, 
fhongh I may.be:dead and gone... oc a 
. Commenting. upon-- this? speech, a- distinguished - son .-of 
Pénnsylvania, loyal tó.the constitution asa eempact between 
4 AléeStates; said :- * Thierevis, then, to. be nd: repose, no settle- 
ment, no finality under his administration, ‘The ‘fight isto go 
| on—nay, it is be stronger then than now. Not content with 
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umiversality.of the.elective-franghise:- Look' at their Presi- . 


bé desti 
add dec tubheanisnt of 1860:i8 to become tha dgres: 
sivé Abolition-of:1804.: So says Mr-Lincoln, if his language 
his ay meanings ut D 0D. 0: 00. 59 sa s 
In order that: you may see what will be the policy: of his 
administration; 1 state Mr. ‘Lincoln’s: position in his own 
words. «He SAySt + ns a E K X m ddl Fx HE DR 
CHR TUIS my opinión: it (the-slavery dgitation): will not-ceasé, . 
until& crisis has: been redched and passede: :&-house. divided 
against itself cannot- stand: «Is believe this poverhbwent 
cànüótendure permanently, half slave and:half free.. Edo 
not expect the Jonee to fall: -Büt.l do expest it will cease 
tè bè divided.” 1t will becorne--all'one--thiüg -or:the other: 
Bithér-the-oppónentsof slavery-will arrest-thefurtherspread 
of it, and place it where the public mind shall trést in. the 
belief that-itisin the course to ultimate extinction ; or its 
advocates. will: push it forward +úntil it’ shall become alike 
lawful-in all:the States oldas well-as' new, North as welpas - 
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Sdüth ^^ Poni cà cu A 
^ Again hö sáys $8 Ramee E ERA FEA TTA 
| "Tembrace with pleasute: the opportuuity:of:declariug 

niy disapprobation: of that-cláuse of the Constitution which 
denies'a portióti of thé colored people the right of suffrage.” 
"True Democracy makes no inquiry. about the-colomof the 
skin; or pláce. of. nativity,or any othér circumstance or eon- 
dition.” =I: fegard,- therefore, the exclusion ‘ofthe colored 
people, ás à body, froi- the: elective franchise; as incompatible 
with traé Democratic prisciples." : $a. ES a 
-And yet again, with. still- greater’: emphasis, und explicit- 
NESS BE O E A BNGEV 


-F That- no-m is good: enough «to -gov 
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1 ern “another man 
without the other’s consent; J say this. is the leading pric: 
ple—the SHEET -ANCHOR of American ‘Republicanism. 
«rriv o a o 
_ The master not only governs the slave without his.eonsent, 
buthe governs him by: a'-set:;of rules: altogether. -different 
front those Which Qué prescribes fur himself.: Allowceli-the 
governed AN EQUAL FORCE IN THE GOVERNMENT, 
add that, and that only; is gSelfpoverhment; +. iui den 
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<Eadvert to these extracts to show. how: vain and 'delusivs 
thé hope that a: remorseless fanaticism, which his. fasténed. 
ite fangs.in‘the vitals ofthe Constitution; will; in the flush: 
of triumphs; stay its. hand from: further and «yet: lianghtier, 
demands.’ «Never; in the history.of nations; has such 2 spirit 
paused. or taken a/step backward. -:Tt:is :unappeasable. -: Dt. 
shows no:quarter...It. takes.no prisoners, It wages d;war. 
of extermination, more relentless than ‘a war of races.or-of ` 
castes, It must be met with brave hearts and stout arms, 
and: erished. out, or its desolating sweep over. organized 
Governments will be more fearful than the tinchained winds. 
which:rend. forests and scatter fogts. Nearly a.quarter,of 
á.mentury ago, when this voracious demon-:was.in-its swad: 
dling clothes; and the nurses in eharge made their. first 
requisition upon: Congress in: the shapeof Abolition Petitions, 
Mr. Calhoutraixed -his prophetie:voiee in wordsiof wisdom 
and  wárning: sv iich;. if heeded, would’ have. arrested: the 
terrible catastroplie now" imminent and. unavoidablé. He 
then declared that aggression should not be ‘met by. conces- 
sion’: that those. who:acted upon the principle thatit should, 
were-prepared to become: slaves* that if an inch: was con: 
ceded; concession would follow concession, compromise would: 
. follow. compromise, until-our ranks would-be.so broken that 
effectual: resistance would be impossible. He conhselled that 
. the enemy. should He met.on the frontier-with a fixed deter- 
mination.to maintain our position àt'every-hazard, Tracing. 
the subsequent HALLE career of that spirit-of aggréstion 
whielr had: seized the Nonthern mind, he inderteek to predict 
^ that however-sonnd.thé great bidy-of the nonsslayeholdiñg 
Statés then. were, that in, the course óf à: few. years: they: 
would be-succeeded. by those who will have been taught: to 
háte:ilié. people and. ‘institutions.of nearly one-half of this 
Union, withra:hatred more deadly - than one hostile tiation: 
eşer entertained: towards another.::: He said: it was easy to 
detho end. : By-the. necessary: course of events, 1f: left to. 
themsélves; we must become. finally, two péoplé, lis ipt 
possible, under: the. deadly hatred which must spring itp be- 
tween. the: td (great: sections,” if : the: present: causes: are 
permitted to: operate “unchecked; ‘that. we.shüuld continwd 
under the same political system; . The conflicting elements 
wonld-burst the Union asunder, as powerfal as are the links 
. which hold it together; «Abolition and : the: Union! cannot 
co-exist. Ag the friend. of the: Unloi, $. openly proclaim it, 
and the sooner it is "iow ¡dle beni. The former may 
now be controlled, but in a short time, it will be beyond the 
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power of man to arrest the course of events. We of the 
South: will not,:cannot surrender durinstitutiona, * Fhe sab- 
versions of them will dreneh:thé country in blood, and: extir- 
pate.oneor other of“the'races: -E:quote-his words, and: as 
Lrépeat them whois not:struck with the: «inspiration: :of his 
 vttérance; and: the: fulfiliment” of. his: prediction ?. What; 
hearteddes:not:seml: ipthe: Spe. “T would his. counsels and. 
warnings liad been. heedéd:” -But they: were regarded at.thé 
timeas the sickly: ‘abstractions ofa dreamer and: iS 
sieigm. ifo Dor Feyi fv o. : ius 
.z Men; in: theirimpotenee to: reach the "height of. this great: 
argúment; tot. gifted with his;far reaching sagacity; adopted: 
tlie opposite policy: “ Others, for awhile; seemed struggling 
‘neath their arguments; he, from above, debeending sgl irs 
ta toucir the doftiest thought.” -- ae 
T have purposely avoided a distussion of the semnddy 1 ro- 
posed «in tlie resolutions: adopted. by tlie. Legislature of Mis- 
sissippi. «LI know..full. well the sentiment which.has long 
prevailed in Tennessee:on that subject. -I could not hope to 
change it,and I would Hot be understood ais presuming’ io: 
dictate. ‘Besides, practical results are more. tobe «desired. 
than discussions of abstract propositions.-:: It will make, no 
difference as to. the.form ofthe remedy; or the-name by which. 
itis called, if we'are animated by the same determined pur- 
pose, to maintain: -the rights of the South at; whatever hazard 
or-cost:- :We may find ourselves: borne along by the éurrent 
of. events, and forced ‘to: defend. what we might be ibn 
to.aid in producing... tase 
My first.and great. cónicein, tho-ohief object indeed ofm 

mision. is.. to know: that; Tennessee, Hike «Mississippi, ? 
bear all, -brave all, ) butwever submit: to -be ruled:over: by. a 
Blatk. Républican- inistration. Events are: crowding 
upon gach other with: ‘startling. tapidity.. ‘The Rubicon. is 
already passed. -Nulla retrorsum vestigia, is:inséribed upon: 
every shield and every: helmet... South .Oarolina--aptly.de- 
nominated the Harry Percy of the-Union—has fling to. the 
wild winds free her: banner of Stateindependence, and hack 
from the Spiritland comes the cheering war cry which: ñerved: 
the-arms: and . hearts: of her: Sumpters :andMarións, her 
Pickens and-RátledgeS; ‘now echoing i in E of thanderán 


thexars.of- ‘their: descendants. Ls sane by an 
SML Wil x o e due 
is Fe: : Tú Strike, ‘at. ihe, Jasé ad foo. ‘expires, 2 a fh ue | 
PA ¿Strike for your altars and your fires,. ;. * uA 
ej: "Strike for the green graves of” ‘your sieges? 6 SY 
o Rie < God and your^native | landi 5 a cuu 
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| tains to “the dépths of her valleys would sufamon: “her sons. 
to the réstue. © — 7:7 7 005 mo eh d gn 


| That Sométliüg must be dóné; and speedily done, aye, be- 


{Washington ànd Adams, Jefferson and Hancóck,ind their 

Willustrious -compeers, - met at tlie samé"shrine and presented 

: ¡Rhéir offerings on the same.altar, with pharasaio pidty they: 
D X C RP C DER aM NM M" AS ~ IDE D E jui os 


à 
` . > T i * 


ty jw 
à 
- 2. ] 


(54 | 4 


E 


"E 
D MP NEC RUE: 
73 at 


x 


WC E A RR x um To 4 
turn:away. disdaining fellowship with. slavery, and: sláve- ] 
holders. . When: reminded of their breaches of faith in the 


observance of solemn covenaats .and.violations.of plain ; 


proyisions'of the Constitution; -and exhorted.. not to drive : 


us to extremitiés.ir the defence of oür. rights, pur exhorta- § 


tions are dencunced as threats.. A paper wieldisg,:perháps, | 


RE 


a wider.influenee over Northern.sentiment than. any other, | 


and which, from the part taken by.its editor-in securing his 
nomination, may be presumed to. expréss the :feelings. of 
Mr. Lincoln; and the. party of: which itis the.accredited 
organ—(the New York: Tribune) repels with-ridicüle all: i 
such: appeals: The only answer made.tó-the South is to 
justify all that-has been said-and doné by the party. . It 
protests that. they have elected a President by honest legal 
votes, on the -laggest poll ever known, and- after. the most 
heated. canyáss. ever had in the’ country —that hey have 
done just: exactly what they had a right to do, what:they 
ought to have done, and what should have given, peace and 
prosperity to the Union, and that aH the distress and dan; 
ger now-existing spring from the fact that the factions they. 
have fairly beaten, insist. that they shall repudiate their 
principles and surrender the just fruits of. their; triumph, 
or that they will break up the Union. *It-haile with accla- | 
mations of. rejoieing the.failure. of the committees of: Con- 
gress to devise any plan of adjustment. It throws back 
upon the South-the responsibility for all the dangers which 
exist, and denounces it for treason-and disuniom, . +... 
— Why talk to such people about néw guarantees, amend- 
ments of. the Constitution, &c.? In. the first" place; we 
know-how they would,be met;-érimination.and ridicule are 
thé reply they make; denying that the evils complained: of 
exist—but, if they do,-that they. are of-our'own ‘creation. 
In the second place, what reason-have we,to suppose; if our. 
demands were accepted, that the ameúdments -and new: 
guarantees’ would ; be: more -faithfully-observed. than. the 
plain provisions:of the Constitution and the Fugitive Slave 
Law have beem | ee Deine pr 
. -They have been educated, : for the;last forty years; in the 
nurseries, ir:the.Sunday schools, from. the pulpit, ati the-bar, 
in. the legislative halls, and from the hüstings, to-loathe sla- 
very and the defenders of. it. This- has all to. be undone. 
It is-impossible..to eradicate.. thie señtiment from the minds 
and: hearts of thé. present generation.  With.the masses; 
the sentinent. has-been, engendered by religious fanaticism, 
and by appeals to their prejudices. They have been’ taught 
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ernment after the-4th: of Mareh, what’ safety ‘or protection 
will there be for Southern »mén and property, seeing that 
new-¿tarantees ‘cannot be obtained, and if they could be, 


would never be-observeds - - . v ger, 

“Slavery; of all property-in thé world,"most needs the 
protection of a" friendly: govérnment.” As well commit the 
lamb to thé protection of- the wolf; as slavery to: the” pro- 


tectión ot 4 Government;:hostile: to it. 


^ 


. "Besides, all 1liésé propositions involve delay, and delay 


| now isfatal. Itis not- wonderful, indeed it is most natural, 


that up,to this “time Wwe should have held back=that we 
should have tried: to “keép others back until the wisest and 
most-pradeut coutisels had calmly surveyed the whole field, 
and had failed to-discover a remedy for the disordérs pre- 
vailing. "That much deliberation "was due to-the-sacred 
tragt' committed to‘ ug, and to thé cause of human ‘liberty 
ibroüghout-the.world: But: evénts^of-the past: few days 
admonish us:thát but' little timé “remains for ‘deliberation 
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| and decision. “Some may deplofe the coutse of South Car- 
i olinà as "preeipitáte ánd ill-advised—othersmay regard it 
| as'unjust to hér sisters, having an' equal interest and a com: 


mon destiny with-her-—othérs again, may hail it as the 
magic wand which shall extract the forked- lightning from 
the storm cloud and convéy-it-harmless to the earth, or, as 
“a bright Iris o'er the boiling gutge.” “Whatever may be 
the view taken: of it, whether approved or condemned, her 
lone star has been unfürled-and proudly courts the-breeze. 

ississippi has sent her'word of cheering: “On ye brave, 


A Who rush to glory or the grave. - Wave; -Sóuth Caroline, 
4 Wave, all: thy banners wave, and charge with aH thy“chiv- 
1 alty.” God grant that Tennessee, the synonynr of- patriot- 
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ism and. dauntless “heroism, true to,her own high instincts, 
her historic rénown, and the fame of her illustrious. chief- 
tain, who -has rendered, her-own and his name immortal, 
mày.also arm to the teeth and resolve to the. death :in. de-. 
fence of. her-gallant sister, the Queen of. the:Atlantic!:.. ... 
« What. said: the- illustrious ex-President:Fillmoré in: his 
speech -át-Albany;-in 1855, when . contemplating the. very. 
eyent‘which has occurred—t ¡Pre 
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election: of a septional;Pre- 


success of such: a party-with.such’.an ,objeet, must. De-a dis- 
solution of the Union ~- PE ED IE 
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the human “system; and shall 1 await the slow process of 
experiment to’ ascertain their rational ‘and inevitable 'ef- 
fecic ?" This was spoken in answer to the question whetlfer 
‘the South ‘would be ‘justified ‘in’ resisting ‘the election. ofa 
"Northern sectional éandidate on a; sectiónal platfopii. ': `? 
+*T quote'a passage ‘froma single other Nortliérn: states- 
man, (Hon. Caleb, Cushing;) on the same point,” After 
"arguing" to.theni the practical result of the election of such 
“a candidate, he says: “ I repeat, eónfidently,if Mr. Lincóln 
is, elected, ‘the ‘Republicans ‘will have to break wp at once, 
or attack the domestic. rights of the South." What, then, - 
‘will the people of^the Southern States, gttacked in their 
constitutional rights, their domestic peace, ‘their propérty, 
and their. persons do ?- - What Will they do? -Will they 
. passively submit tobe conquered subjects of New England? 
No. ..I do not hope, believe or doubt what they will do. 
1 know they will defend themselves to the uttermost-—first 
with constibilional niens in fine, with all the ineans of. de- 
fence which God and naturé have committed to them; ‘and 
if they were not to do it, they would “be. recreant, to the 
"blood of Washington, of Henrysof" Carroll/of Rütledge; 
they would be unworthy of the name of American." ^ <> 
^ Tho issue is:made. “We éould not.avold itif we would. - 
We féarléssly dppeal to God; to our-córseiences, and to the 
“enlighténed opinion of mankind to vindicaté our éourse." If 
[war result, the responsibility will not be upon us, bit upon 
thosé whö are intent upon the overthrow.of our constito- 
tional rights; If we must pass the dréad 'ordeal-—if the 
“tocain.of civil wat is ‘sounded, and the land iy drénehéd 
- with the blood of: brothers,’ ^I trust in God that there iga 
edeeming spirit in the “Constitution which will bé séen to 
' Walk with the: South through the flames; and preserve her 
‘uuhurt by the'conflagratiqn, —— 77.7 V7 0, 
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to the State-of North Carolina, Lhad the honor to receive 
€ h 4e » > Rtg AA eM. FINT E 


onthe 8th instant. In obedience to .your. instrictiong,: I 


set.out for Raleigh; the Capital of the ‘State, on, the- 1/1h, 
and arrived there on the18th. Immediately on my arrival, His 
Excellency John W. Ellis, complimented me with. à personal 
visit, and in our first interview. I made known the object. of 
my mission, He welcomed nie:to the State in ‘the kindest 
terms, and.during the same evening T addressed him a, com- 
nunicatien in which, in dispassionate but decisive languáge, 
I attempted to set forth the apprehended: evils of whic! 
Mississippr complains, aid invited the-eo-operation of North 
Carolina in devising a remedy. = |^. re uo ge 
This communication. was laid, before the Legislature with 
a short message, on the 20th, . a,,copy.of which’ is. herewith 
'enclosed.. MN 2b o VARIA MN : ME Y ^. ES i oe ee 

 .:Your Commissioner was received with great cordiality, 
courtesy and consideration by the Legislature. of the State, 
and sympatliy and respect for out State and her people were 
manifested on all sides; | . y se ME. re De 85 0100 aOR ak. pot 


Qn-the 20th, however, the Legislature adjourned over for 


-= f 
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the holidays until the Tth of January proximo. - After py- 
arrival, a bil appropriating $300,000 for the purchase of 


PA 


several test votes were taken upon the bill which demo 
strated that an overwhelming majority of. that body favored 


- the. appropriation. This bill will ‘be the, first: business in 


order-on ‘tie. reassembling of: the Legislature.: There was 
a.strong feelhig, however, with, many members. to. juérease 
the sum: from. $300,000 to one million dollars. asi s. 
. The bill providing for a call. of the ‘Convention, of. the 
State had been deferred wher I arrived until the, tth. of 
January. I feel confident that both these méasures will be 
assed. Em 

ái The prevailing sentiment of the Legislature and the people 
is that all the distracting «questions arising out of our con- 
stitutional rights to property in slaves must be now settled 
for:ali time. to come. An. anxiety is felt to maintain the 
Union of these States, if that can be done without a forfeit- 


ure of honor and endangering:our property... But. to Keep 


-.. e 15 au we ge Ww »3 ^. » PAGAL he V. c 
North Carglina in «the Union something decisive must be 


done, and that at an early day, to effectually arrest the 
carrying into effect the policy. of, the Black. Republicans. 
As soga'as all, hope, of. 8 ‘satisfactory. adjustment. of. the 
slavery issues is abandoned, the voice of North Carolitia 


A 
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] will be well nigh: unanimous for a Southern Confederacy. 

Í There: is already a- very large, spiritéd and. talented. .pro- 

] portión:of - “the people of the State m favor of. separate State 

f action and: immediate secession.» This feeling tis growing 

daily; ; the mountain. districts are zealous and enthusiastic > 

4 the low country, where the large «slave ‘population is found 
His slower and-more. cautious.” “But the spirit:of the patriots 
fof Mecklenburg 3 in 1775:is entering the hearts of the people * 
everywhere; and it Wilt- carrý'them to its legitimate con-). 
Y clusions of: resistance to wron g and the -maintenance of our: 
M Constitution in: ¡és purity against- the revolution threatened . 
14 by an irresponsible majority.. Should .the election .ever.be 
Í presented:'whether North Carolina shall continue her: con- 
nection “with-the ‘non‘glavehdlding’ States.of. the North,.or 
(joi her Southern sister States on the. Gulf of. Mexico, she 
will follow-the* "proutptings of her heart and unite her. des- 
tiny With u8.*: 9: t tn 
4 in Congress, no disposition for accommodation is. shown, 
i land if there be no cliatige; arid I.cannot believe .there . will 
4be, North Carolina will be ready to’ act decisively by the - 
| 4th of March next. i 
| As faras I could ascertain the feelings and wishes .of 
[North Carolina, it was-that: Mississippi, were she inelined to 
{adopt the line of - separate secession, should postpone the day 
Jon whick her ordinance of: separation should take effect till 
| the 3d of Mareh, at which time, by reason of the failure of 
fall efforts at accotiimodation, she will be ready to become 
her ally and conféderate-and it is further-my opinion, that. 
| as goes. North. Carolina, 80 will go all the border slave 
.| states.’ . MEE ] 

Thanking: yoi for the: vonfidence you havere nosed i in me, 


Band. ready now and at all tines, 4o to. sacrifice life, foriune and 
| aud 1 hold: ‘most dear for ont beloved. sovereign: Mississippi. | 


i Lhave the liónó? to Der ns "y 
EE 7 Your friend and obedient: servant, . 
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Rasta; Ne o, i “Thursiay; December, 20, 1660. 
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State of Mississippi, now presenta in i dis &ty. as a , Commis 
sioner from that State to the State of North Carolina. . 

.'Fhe communication diseloses in firm, yet dispassionate 
language, the -sentiments of Mississippi upon the-subject of 
-aur national troubles, and will, I doubt not, meet with a 
cordial response upon.the part of the people of North Caro- 
lina;. believing .as I do, that it is à settled conviction with 
them-that all contr overted questions touching the institution 
. of African: slavery in the United States; should and must 
- now be defmitively adjusted, and the: agitating Sect forever 
removed from the minds of men. ~- 

Apart from the grave character, of the mission, it is a 
: pleasing circumstance that Mississippi should select, as har 
: messenger to-us a.native of North Carolina, upon whom she 
- has heretofore conferred the choicest honors in the gift of 
her people, and it is with high satisfaction a I now make 
A O recognition of this courtesy... 

O Mii tment, December 20, 1860. 
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Bot d a Taveron, N: Q4 ‘December, 1860. 


He Exceuusvor J OHN: W. -ELLIS, l T 
. GOVERNOR OF THE STATE: OF Nowra, CAROLINA. 


E = have the honor to. inform you that 1 have. been 
+ duly appointed:a Commissioner from the State-of Mississippi 
‘to the State of North; Carolina. -I have;been instructed by 
. the Governor of Mississippi; te-report myself, in. person, to 
your Excellency, and through -your.kind ‘offices to inform 
the people: of this Commonwealth “that the Legislature of 
Mississippi. has passed an act calling a Convention of the 
people of the State, to consider the threatening relations of 
the Northern and Southern sections of the United States ; 
aggravated by the recent election of a President upon prin- 
ciples. of hostility to the States of the South, and to express 
the earnest hope of Mississippi that North Carolina will 
co-operate with her, in the adoption af efficient measures fcr 
the common defense and safety of the South.” 

“[t-affords.ine- great pleasure to.accept: this appointment, 
and: to obey these. instructións;. yet I most sincerely. regret 
the public necessity whieh impels my — State to ask 


E : 

‘for the — and co-operation of my native State: Com- 
mon dangers: threaten. the peace, honor and safety-of both; 
"and it is certain that an unresisting submission to the’ ageres- 
' give'and hostile policy of the Northern States.will inevitably 
involvé both in a common humiliation and ruin. -The crisis 
demands action. - It is: unbecoming a free people to close 
theia eyes-to the issue forced upon them;:and to ‘ery peace, 
“peace, when there:is no peace. The antagonism of opinion, 
upon the questions. growing out.of the 1 recognition by the 
Constitution of the right of property: in ‘slaves, so. long and 
angrily discussed.” has at last culminated: in the adoption. 
by a majority:of the: Northern” people of the doctrine of 
the “irrepressible conflict.” The leading idea of this creed 
‘is that:the Union ‘of these States ‘cannot :endure, -half of 
them slaveholding, and the other half non-slaveholding. 
"This conflict is to be inaugurated under the forms of the 
- Constitution ‘on the 4th .of March next, and if adhered. to 
and earried-out, the-assertions of its mostviolent advocates 
that“ freedom i is triumphant;". and “ that slavery i is over- 
thrown;” are self-evident propositions. _- 

It is admitted that'each: State ‘must decide for: herself, 
both the mode and measüre of redress for present arid pros- 
pective evils and grievances. One destiny, however, 
awaits -all the slaveholding States of this Union, and:fate 
‘has indissolubly linked. their fortunes together :' Therefor e, 
"itis meet, and wise; and proper amd .expedient; that they 
“should: consult’ and: advise tobethér, for their common de- 
fense and general welfare. "Thus the hasty and precipitate 
“Swill be checked, the laggard and spiritless aroused to ac- 
` "ton, and'a universal confidence will be felt, that'our rights 

will “be secure, dnd our government placed on. the safest 
and surest fouridátion. E 

Mississippi is content with: the compact which our fathers 
framed. - The: Corstitation’ of the United States already 
affords guarantees which-aré aníple for -our security. But 
they are found ón parchment only. The people of the 
Northern States have not kept faith with us. Not only 
have a:majority"of the non-slaveholding States rendered all 
legislation for our protection nugatory and inoperative by 
State enactments, but on the 6th of November last, a ma- 
jority of the: people of all the free States endorsed a plat- 
form ot principles in direct conflict with the Constitution 
and the decisions of the Supreme Court, and thus the will | 
of a numerical majority—a majority. trained from infanc 
to hate our people and their institutions, are to he substi” 
tuted in their stead.” 
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The Executive and Judicial departments of the govern- 
ment, and tlie Senate of the United States have always held 
that property in slaves was recognized by the Constitution, 
and therefore, under à common flag was entitled to protec- 
tion. The dominant party deny this proposition, and thus 
by their construction, the Constitution will be ehanged, this 
common Government will be revolutionized, and instead.of 
throwing its broad shield over all the citizens of all the 
States, protecting each and all equally in the possession and 
enjoyment of their rights of property, it will be perverted 
into an engine for the destruction of our domestic institu- 
tions; and the.subjugation of our people. >  .. = 

The question which is now submitted: both to Mississippi 
and North Carolina, is this, shall wesit quietlydown without 
a murmur, and allow. all.our constitutional rights of property 
to be taken away by a construction of the Constitution 
which originates in hostility and hatred, or shall, we, as men 
who know our rights, bestir ourselves, and by a firm, united 
and: cordial “co-operation, fortify and: strengthen. them, 
that they may be transmitted unimpaired: to. our children, 
and our children's children, throughout all generations. 
. Wisdom dictates: that all the questions arising out of the . 
institution of slavery, should be settled now and. settled 
forever. - s ; 

. A-people jealous of their liberty will detect danger while 
it is. yet afar: off, and provide the remedy. If ever there was 
a people answering this description, the past glorious history 
of North. Carolina will point out. your fellow-citizens: as 
that people.. 2E ns ior Lu x í 

l bear this message of Mississippi to you, and through 
you, to the people of North Carolina; and I hope that you 
will allow me to. inform. Mississippi that North Carolina is 
fully alive to the importance of the present crisis, and “will 
co-operate with her in the adoption of efficient measures for 
the common defense and safety-of the South." + >... 

I have.the honor to be, with. great respect, ^ ^. 
Your obedient. servant, . . 
i oe J. THOMPSON, - 
Commissioner from Mississippi. 
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+ .Stir:—1 have the honor-to report to you, that-in exeeu- 
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- d: was.nót surprised, at this, as I was. aware at the time 
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J am very happy to believe and to be able to. say, that the 


people of Maryland are in heart and in interest with the . 
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State of Mississippi, and that they will ultimately be with 
us in political union. A large number of the most eminent 
men of the State agree with us in principle ; and the true 
course of the Soutli,'as we regard it here, is gaining strength 
and force evbi, day. The peculiar local situation of the 
State—having a long »line:of.a nónistaveholding State to 
whith she is exposed, and having the Federal Capital within 
- her limits—now operates to restrain speedy action in support 
of the course which we; of this State, deem the proper one 
in: the emérgency;- and to this may be added the persistent 
‘refusal of the Executive, against. all petitions, remonstrances 
and protestations, to allow. the people to express their-will, 
by the only mode-in which it:can beformally done—a course 
which suppresses for the time the sentiment- of the people 
and paralizes their action. > But from the cordial reception 
that: sound -doctrine metat the hands of: that gallant and 
patriotic old State in:the address made them, which follows 
thé reply-of :the: Governor to my communication, and in my 
"personal - -comibunications-with them, I doubt not:that; as 
-soón as she shall be-relieved of, or is aroused to bid defiance 
tó, the - Executive’ contingency which’ now-paralizes their 
éfforts ‘and their will, she will: wheel into the line: of the 
‘Southern Confederacy, and: add the-old *Marylánd.line" to 
the fortunes!and destmy where her rights, her principles and 
"her interest find:a congenial home. ‘The Revolutionary 
‘Spark has touched their héarts and will never be extinguished 
until it accomplishes now-what it‘achieved in the day of its 
original glory, the establishment of her rights and-her 
honor, bý a re-union-with the Southern States whose'Tee!ings 
and interests arè identical with her.own.. ..- 
I have the honor to remain with-high r espect, ^ 

Ur df ; Your r Excellency’ s obedient sor servant; - 
Alda eR b: E H. HANDY. 


"E =. E. a. o. o. E E, 


STATE OF. MARYLAN D, EXECUTIVE Ora, } | 
ANNAPOLIS, December 19, 1860.: 


Sir -— Your letter. of the 18th instant, informs. me dba 
' you have been appointed by the Governor of- Mississippi, i 
pursuance of a resolution-of the Legislature, a. Commissione 
| to the State of Maryland: ‘and that the occasion’ of y 
- mission is “the present crisis in the national affairs of: hi 
country, and the danger which impends the safety and right 
of the Southern States, by reason’ of te election of. 
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sectional candidate to the office of President of the United 
States, and upon a platform of principles destructive of our 
Constitutional rights; and which, in the opinion of the 
State of Mississippi calls for prompt ànd decisive action for 
the purpose of our protection and future security.” : 
- You also inform me that Mississippi desires the co-opera- 
tioh of her sister States of the South, in measures necessary 
to defend our rights; and to this end, you desire to know 
whether I will convene the Legislature of Maryland, for the 
purpose of counselling with the eonstituted authorities of 
the State of Mississippi: and at what time it may be ex- 
pected our General Assembly will be ealled for that purpose. 

In the conversation 1 had with you this morning, vou 
were good enough to explain, more fully, the views and 
intentions of Mississippi in this matter: her desire that our 
Legislature should also appoint Commissioners to meet those 
of other Southern States: and that action at once be had. 
by all the Southern States, for the formation of a new gov- 
ernment among themselves. i T. oe 

The position of Maryland, as a Small, Southern Border 
State, renders the exercise of any power I may possess, for 
the purposes indicated by you, a matter of very grave 
importance.” MENT 
- Our State is, unquestiogably, identified with the Soüthern 
States, in feeling and by the institutions and habits which 
prevail among us. But she is also conservative, and above 
all things, devoted to the Union of these States under the . 
Constitution. Her people will use all honorable means to ~ 
preserve and perpetuate these. I think I know the senti- 
ments of her citizens in this matter; and that I am not 
mistaken when I say, that, almost unanimously, they intend 
to uphold that Union and to maintain their rights under it: 
that they believe these last will yet be admitted and secured: 
and that not until it is certain they will be respected no 
longer: not until every honorable, constitutional and lawful 
effort to secure them is exhausted,—will they consent to any 
effort for its dissolution. : 

The people of Maryland are anxious that time be given, 
and an opportunity afforded, for a fair and honorable ad- 

justmént of those difficulties and grievances of which they, 
` more than the people of any other Southern State, have a 
right to complain. And, in my opinion, if the people of this 
Union really desire its continuance and perpetuity, such 
adjustment may be effected. I hope, and believe, it will be 
effected; and Hind and until the effort is proved to be 
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vain, I cannot consent, by any precipitate or revolutionary 
aetion to aid in the dismemberment of this Union. 

When I shall see clearly that there is no hope of such 
adjustment, and am convinced that the power of the Federal 
Government is to be perverted to the destruction, instead of | 
being used for the protection of our rights: then, and not, 
till then, can I consent so to exercise any power with which 
I am invested, as to afford even the opportunity of such a 
proceeding. . 

Whatever powers I may have, I shall use only after full 
consultation, and in fratefnal concert with the other Border 
States, since we, and they, in the event of any dismember- 
ment of the Union will suffer more than all the others 
combined. | 

I am now in correspondence with the Governors of those 
States; and I await with solicitude, for the indication of 
the course to be pursued by them. When this is made ' 
known to me I shall be ready to take such steps-as our duty 
and interests shall demand; and I do not doubt the people 
of Maryland are ready to stand with the people of those 
States for weal or woe. 

I fully agree with all that you have said as to. the neces- 
sity for protection to the rights of the South; and my sym- 
pathies are entirely with the gagant people of Mississippi 
who stand ready to meet any i gement of those rights. 
But I earnestly hope they will act with prudence as well as 
with courage. Let us show moderation as well as. firmness; 
and be unwilling to resort to extreme measures until neces- 
sity shall leave us no choice. 

I am unable to inform you when the Legislature of this 
State will be called together; for until I can perceive the 
necessity for such a step, I am not willing to awaken the 
apprehensions, and excite the alarm, which such a call, at 
the present time, could not fail to excite. 

I have the honor to be, 
e Very respectfully, . 
Your obedient servant, 


THOS. H. HICKS. 
Hon. A, H. HANDY,- 


Commissioner of Mississippi. 


l 
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Substance of Speech delivered by Hon. A. H. Handy, Com- 
missioner to Maryland, at Princess Anne, Maryland, on 
the 1sé day of January, 1861. E 


FELLOW-CITIZENS : * 


-I appear before you, as a Commissioner from the State of 
Mississippi, the home of my adoption, from whence I have 
received the distinguished honor to bear back to this, the - 
land of my birth, the message which she sends to this time- 
honored State; and to take counsel with her, in relation to 
the protection of those rights which were transmitted to us 
by our fathers. I come to you, not to agitate questions of 
party politics; for such questions ar® as foreign to my pur- 
suits in life as they are to the objects of my mission; but 
to present to you the course which the State of Mississippi 
deems it her duty to take for the preservation. of the great 
principles on which the rights and liberties of the people of 
the States of this Union rest—principles high aboye the 
elevation of any mere political party, and immeasureably 
superior to the mere name or form of the Government under 
color of which those principles are about to be trampled 
under foot. 

In Mississippi, party names are gone, and party struggles 
ended. We are rallied from the outposts to the citadel, and 
with extraordinary unanimity; forgetful of past and recent 
differences, the egy is, men and brethren, what must we do . 
to save the Constitution and defend our rights? The 
Philistines are upon us, and we must arouse ourselves 
in our strength as one man, and defend our liberties, 
though we shake the pillars of the temple of this Union, 
nay, though.we are driven to the dread necessity of stand- 
ing with our feet upon its‘revered ruins, in order to preserve 
and bear aloft the sacred principles which it was designed 
io establish and perpetuate. I know the people whom I 
address. Bone of their bone, and flesh of their flesh, your 
prosperity and happiness are dear to my beart. I shall 
appeal to your intelligence, and to that patriotism which 
resís deep in the heart of every irue son of Maryland, 
- which flowed in the hearts of our fathers and led them to 
strike. for liberty and right. I shall ask you, by their 

sacred memories, to stand by those high. principles, and 
to assert and defend, at all hazards, the inestimable inher- 
pd they staked ‘their “lives, their fortunes and 
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their sacred honor," to secure for you. Standing upon this 
Boll, rendered sacred: by the blood of the revolution, 
“treading ‘upon the very ashes of those who fought to - 
. achieve it, I feel that I may justly appeal to the heirs of 
their fortunes and of their glory, to preserve the noble prin- 
ciples which they established, not béguiled, by names and 
. forms, to sacrifice their essence, but to keep the treasure in 
- its purity:aüd power, that sons of yours may never have 
' to curse your memories because you were uufaithful to the 
high trast committed to you by your fathers. ~ -> 
What, then, brings me before you, and whence the 

*- anxiety and.gloom that I see depicted in every countenance? 
O THa. GOVERNMENT: OF THIS UNION IS IN A -TATE OF RE 

- VOLUTION. This has been put on foot and is already 
'.'eqmmenced, by the ‘election of Abraham Lincoln, as Pre- 
sident of the United States, upon a declaration and pledges 
. of principles and designs, which subvert the Constitution 
of. the United States. All that remains to render the revo- 
: Tation one in fact, is the accession of him with his party. to 
` power; and the. perpetration of the designs which he is 
'. golemnly pledged to carry out, and which he was elected to 
- dceomplish.:: He has been elected upon the openly declared 

‘principle that an “irrepressible conflict” exists between 
the Northern and anti-slavery States on the one side, and 
‘the Southern States on the other, by which all the States 
of the Union. must become either slaveholding or non-slave- 
holding States.—that slaveholding is a sin and a national 
disgrace, witich they, of the Northern $tates, will not sub- 
mit to bear,—that holding property in man is against the 
law of God, the principles of our Government, and the 
opinion. of the civilized world, and will not be tolerated aud 
cannot continue in the States belonging to the same Union 
under which they live. These views Abraham Lincoln is 
- elected to carry into practice, by the use of all the power 
of his administration; and for proof of this, 1 refer you 
to the platform upon which he was elected, and the views 
' of. the leaders of his party, and to a few of his declara- 
tions of opinion, upon the faith of which he was chosen as 
the standard-bearer of his party, and lias since been elected 
President of the United States. 

In the authorized publication of his speeches, circulated 

- during. the recent presidential canvass, the speeches from 
. "which. thé following extracts are made, will be found : 
~.. I did not.even say that I desired that. slavery. should be 
put. in: course: of ultimate .extinction, . I do say so now, 
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however; 30 there need be no longer any difficulty about 
that. It may be written down in the great speech." l 
~ “T have always hated slavery. I think as much as any ab- 
olitionist. I have been an old-line whig. T have always 
hated it; but I have always been quiet about it until this 
new era of the introduction of the Nebraska bill began. 
always believed that everybody was against it and that it 
was in course of ULTIMATE EXTINCTION.” 

“We are now far into the fifth year since a policy was 
initiated with the avowed object and confident promise of 
putting an end to slavery agitation. Under the operation 
of that policy. that agitation has not only not ceased, but 
has constantly augumented. In my opinion it will not cease 
until a, crisis shall have been reached and passed. ‘A house 
divided against itself cannot stand’  Lbelieve this Govern- 
ment cannot endure permauently half slave and half free. 
Í do not expect the Union to be dissolved; I do not expect the 
house to fall; but Ido expect it will CEASE TO BE DIVIDED : 
IT WILL BECOME ALL ONE THING OR ALL THE OTHER. 
Lither the opponents of slavery will ARREST the further spread 
of tt, and place it where the public mind shall rest in the be- 


lief that it is in the coursé of ULTIMATE EXTINCTION, or its. 


advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike 
lawful in all the States, old as well as new, North as well 
as South.” l 

Commenting on this, he afterwards said: 

“T only said what J expected would take place. I made 
a prediction only; it may have been a foolish one, perhaps. 
I did not even say that I desired that slavery should be put 
in course. of ultimate extinction. J do now, however; so 
there need be no longer any difficulty about that.” 

“Tf I were in Congress, and a vote should come up on a 
question whether slavery.shoüld be prohibited in a new 
Territory, in spite of the Dred Scott decision, I WOULD VOTE 
THAT IT SHOULD.” 

"^ What I do say is, that no man is. good enough to govern 
another man without the other man’s consent. I say this is 
theleadiug principle, the SHEET ANCHOR of . American re- 
publicanism. Our Declaration of Independence says: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident—that all men‘ 

are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain inallenable rights; that among these are life, 
LIBERTY, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these 
rights, «governments are instituted among men, DERIVING 
their jets cud from the consent of the governed” | >. 
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“ T have quoted so much at this time merely to show, that 
according to our ancient faith, the powers of government 
are derived from the consent of the governed. Now, the 
relation of master and slave is, pro tanto, a violation of this 
principle. 'The master not only governs the slave without 
his consent, but he governs him by a set of rules altogether , 
different from those which he prescribes for himself. Allow 
all the governed an EQUAL VOICE IN THE GOVERNMENT; and 
that, and that only is, self-government." - . 

Thus speaks, Wm. H. Seward, the high priest of this 
party: l 

“Thus, these antagonistic systems are continually coming 
into closer contact, and collision results. Shall I tell you 
what this collision means? They who think it is acciden- 
tal, unnecessary, the.work of interested fanatical agitators, 
and therefore ephemeral, mistake the case altogether. It is 
an IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT between opposing and endur- 
ing forces, and it means that. the United States MUST AND 
WILL, sooner or later, become entirely a slaveholding nation, 
or entirely a free-labor nation. Hither the cotton and rice 
fields of South Carolina and the sugar plantations of Lou- 
isiana will ultimately be tilled by free labor, and Charleston 
and New Orleans become marts for legitimate merchandise 
alone, or else the rve fields and wheat fields of- Massachu- 
setts and New York must again be surrendered by their 
farmers to slave culture, and to the production of slaves, 
and Boston and New York become once more a market for 
trade in the bodies and souls of men. It is the failure to 
apprehend this great truth that induces so many unsuccessful 
attempts at final compromise between the slave and free 
States, and itis the existence of this great fact that renders 
all such pretended compromise, when made, VAIN and 
EPHEMERAL.” E 
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“The people of the United States never can, and they 

never will, accept principles so unconstitutional and so 
abhorrent. Never; never. Let the Court recede. Whether 
it recedes or not, we shall reorganize the Court, and thus 
reform its political sentiments and practices." : 
_ “Jt is written in the Constitution of the United States, 
in violation of the Divine law, that we shall surrender the 
fugitive slave. You blush not at these things because they 
are familiar as household words.” | 

Listen to the declarations of Mr. Chase : 

We feel, therefore, that all LEGAL DISTINCTION between 
individuals of the same community, founded in any such 
circumstances as color, origin, and the like, are hostile to the 
genius of our institutions, and incompatible with the true 
theory of American liberty. SLAVERY and oppression must 
CEASE, or American liberty must perish. 

“T embrace, with pleasure, this opportunity of declaring 
MY DISAPPROBATION of that clause of the Constitution which 
denies to a portion of the colored people the right of suff- 
rage. | 
. “True democracy makes no inquiry about the color of the 
skin or place of nativity, or other similar circumstance or 
condition. I regard, therefore, the exclusion of the colored 
people, as a body, from the elective franchise, as INCOMPATI- 
BLE with true democratic principles." 

“For myself, I am ready to renew my pledge, and I will 
venture to speak in behalf of my co-workers, that we will 
go Straight on, without faltering or wavering, until every 
. vestige of oppression shall be erased from the statute-books 
—until the sun, in all its journey from the utmost eastern 
horizon through the mid-heaven, till he sinks behind the 
western bed, shall NOT BEHOLD THE FOOT-PRINT OF A SINGLE 
SLAVE in all our broad and glorious land.” 


‘Hear what the platform of the Chicago Convention says: . 


"T. That the new dogma. that the Constitution, of its 
own force, carries slavery into the Territories of the United 
Statés, is a dangerous political heresy, at variance with the 
explicit provisions of that instrument itself, with cotempo- 
raneous exposition, .and with legislative and judicial 
precedent; is revolutionary in its tendency, and subversive 
of the peace and harmony of thecountry.” ^'^ . 

And this is said with reference to a solemn decision of 
the Supreme Court of the United States in the Dred Scott 
case, which is treated as a mere dogma, and denounced as a 


olitical-heregy ! 
P 8416 y 


12 

These extracts are sufficient to show the principles and 
purposes of the party about-to be placed in power over the 
rights and: liberties of.. the people- of. the States of this 
Union. mE O de e eafb 

I need not consume time to show this intelligent people, 
that our right to hold slaves is justified: by. the Law of 
God—that it is distinctly recognised and provided for in 
the Constitution, laws and treaties of the United States, 
and sanctioned -by the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States—that this right cannot be violated with- 
out a subversion.of the Constitution and a destruction of 
the property of the people of the Southern States, especially 
the cotton growing States, absolutely indispensable. to their 
prosperity, nay, their existence, and which would lead. to 
their degradation and ruin. But let us see by what means 
these wicked .and profligate men— who regard not the law 
of God, and would lay their ruthless hands upon the Con- 
stitution—holding that there is a higher morality than : the 
Word of God, a higher law than the Constitution of the 
United States, and a paramount rule of! property under 
the Constitution to that declared by the Supreme Court— 
would accomplish their infamous purposes: - 

1. Slavery is to be abolished in the District of Cofumbia, 
forts, arsenals, &c. of the United States, and the citizen of 
a Southern State prohibited from taking his slave property 
to the common territorf of the United States—thus . dis- 
criminating against his property, and degrading him below 
the citizen of the non-slaveholding State, in clear violation 
of his right of equality in the exercisé of his right of pro- . 
perty guarantied by the Constitution. en a 

2. The slave-trade between the States is to be abol- 
ished, thereby preventing the exportation of slaves from 
. the old Southern States, until their increase shall become 
an evil, and compel their emancipation, and thus abolitionize 
those States. ' i Pi E 

3. To repeal the laws against incendiary publications, to 
incite slaves to insurrection and bloodshed, and to pass 
new laws to protect the freedom of .speech. and of. prints, 
addressed to slaves.and slaveholding communities, .to teach 
slaves their right of liberty, and thus render them.so daa- 
gerous to the-lives of the white population as to compel 
` their emancipation. - ck te ar 

Thus the right of property of the citizens of the. South: 
ern States is to be assailed and destroyed —the. Constitution 
violated—the decisions of the Supreme Court and the laws 
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of Congress spurned—citizens of the slaveholding States 
insulted, outraged and ‘condetined to disgraceful punishment 
for éxercisiüg their undoubted Coristitütional rights, These 
purposes have been time and again avowed by the leaders 
of the party-of Lincoln, and, so far as,they:had the power, 
have been put into ‘practice.. And now, in tlie ominous lan- 
guage of Mr. Seward, which I have quoted, “ we are in the 
last: stage-.of thé:conflict, before THE GREAT TRIUMPHAL INAU- 
GURATION of this policy into the: Government of the United 
States." The party has triumphed at the ballot box, the 
verdiet of the people has been pronounced according to the 
forms of the Constitution, and they claim it as a solemn 
Sanction of their avowed- designs, and only await the time 
fixed by the Constitution to take the power of the Govern- 
ment, and fulfil their pledges, and execute the popular will 
constitutionally declared. . . | ‘ 

-Nothing but the most unpardonable credulity could war- 
Tant the belief that these men will shrink from their pledges. 
They are cool-headed men, who. have pursued their object 
for years, amidst the scorn and obloquy of all right-minded 
men; and now, when they are flushed with success, with the 
‘means of execution in their power, with all the emoluments 
of the Government within their grasp, and with their rapa- 
cious’ hordes at their heels. crying for the spoils, and their 
infatuated followers demanding thé execution of their unholy 
pledges, would it not be the most criminal delusion to act 
‘upon the belief that they will not execute their diabolical 
behests? Let them have the purse and the sword of this 
Government, and we: shall quickly see how true they will 
be to: their base pledges, unless arrested by the strong arms 
and brave hearts of the people of the South. Is it the 
part of wisdom and safety to permit them to get possession 
of this formidable power, having dominion over us; and 
to trust to their forbearance not to use it to our oppression? 
‘Some say we should wait for “overt acts;” but whence the 
wisdom. of such delay? . If we are satisfied that they will 
carryout their pledges, why place ourselves within their 
‘power; and then trust to. the mercy of-men who go into 
power trampling. under foot laws, courts, constitution, and 
the ‘Word of God? It would. be madness to trust to their 
sense of justice, or to their respect for the constitution. 
The stake is too: great to be entrusted to the moral sense of 
infidels and barbarians. We múst protect it ourselves, by 

-acting from abundant caution. We must treat the Govern- 
ment, as ña 5 TA is, in a state of revolution, by the elevation 
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of -a party. upon. the. prostration of” the Constitution; and 
never submit ourselves to its dominion, until we have our 
rights so" fully, clearly and effectively secured, as to be 
beyond all possible danger from the wieked men who will 
come into possession of the places and power of the Goy- 
ernment. Any other course than this will in all human 
probability, place us in a condition of great disadvantage, 
from which we will not be able to extricate ourselves with- 
out great difficulty and much suffering. s 
These fell purposes do not rest entirely or principally, 
upon fanaticism, for their motive. Yankee lust for gain 
and for the emoluments of the Government, first gave rise 
to the.party, and still continues to animate the efforts of 
the chief conspirators against the Constitution. Finding 
that, under the true principles of the Constitution and the 
rightful operations of the Government, its honors and 
emoluments were beyond the reach of their friends, at the 
North, the originators of the party conceived the scheme 
of getting recruits to their strength by abolitionising the 
agricultural States.of the West. It appears that they have 
been eminently successful in this, by blinding them to their 
true designs and appealing to their fanatical feelings and 
Yankeeproclivities. The same purpose is entertained towards 
the Southern border States, but not to be accomplished by the 
same means. With them the poliey is one of compulsion— 
to make slavery an evil by interfering with its benefits, and 
to bring about its abolition. If this effort succeeds, the 
abolition States would be increased to such a number, as to 
give them the complete power.of the Government, for hon- 
ors, offices and emoluments, to be wielded at discretion, 
énabling them to make whatever amendments to the Consti- 
tution they thought fit. Against these designs the cotton 
States of the South have ever stood firm and. immovable, 
because slavery was and isindispensable to their subsistence. 
Yet the abolition hopes and efforts have not been relaxed 
as to the other slave States. If they can be gained to abo- 
lition, the purpose of the conspirators.against the-vital 
principles of the Constitution, will be. accomplished —they 
will have the power to transform the Government to the 
oppression of the slaveholding States without. restriction, 
and will destroy the chief glory of the Constitution, which 
is to protect the minority against the arbitrary power of. the 
majority. Once admitted, the principle may-be applied 
whenever the fanaticism, avarice or lust of power of our 
masters may see fit to exercise it; and our property, our 
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rights, otr honor, our family altars; our wives and our 
children, are at their arbitrary will. The glorious Con- 
stitution of our fathers becomes the most grinding of des- 
potisms, and the more so, because, though fair and just in 
form, it is in practice a; cheat and a fraud. 

That it isa cardinal purpose of this party about to be 
elevated to. power, to destroy this crowning glory of the 
Constitution, by which the rights of the minority are pro- 
tected against the power of the majority, is most manifest 
from the whole tenor of their doctrines; and, the avowal of 
such a doctrine as a principle upon which the new adminis- 
tration is to come into power, is itself the proclamation of 
a revolution in the Government. 2 
And now, fellow-citizens, what must we do in this solemn. 

crisis? Every principle of safety, of patriotism, of honor, 
impels us £o action—to prompt, decisive, radical action. 
Aud, first, let me tell you what we of Mississippi think we 
ought not-to do, to protect our Constitutional rights. 

‘1. We ought not to rely on Congressional action, and new 
securities to be obtained thereby. Two committees have 
been appointed to take-into consideration the. crisis in 
publie affairs and to devise means of proteetion—a com- : 
mittee of .uirty-three of the House of Representatives, 
and a committee of thirteen of .the Senate. The former 
has been at work for several weeks, engaged in trifling 
and.immaterial matters, carefully avoiding the questions 
which constitute the grounds of our grievances.. It was 
raised at the instance of one of the most vindictive enemies 
of our constitutional rights, who appears to have become 
alarmed at the spirit of resistance manifested by our people; 
willing to hold. out the delusive hope that something will be 
done by this committee for our security, and thereby pre 
vent that action at our hands which the plainest dictates of 
sel£protection demand. It is composed of birds of every 
feather, whose agreement upon any plan at all adequate to 
secure our rights, is next to impossible; and if any vital 
and practical test of the questions at issue between us and 
our enemies is pressed for its action it will instantly explode. 
Itis a miserable cheat, got up to prevent energetic action 
on the part of the Southern States, and to eke out the valu- 
able: time for action between this and the 4th. March, 
when. they will be quietly committed to. the dominion of 
Abraham Lincoln, and then the labors and the purpose of 
this committee will be completed. 
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The Senate committee originated in better faith: It was 
raised at the instance of a Southern man, and doubtless 
with the patriotic desire to give peace to the country and' 
security to our rights. But it is also composed: of dis- 
cordant materials, and it would have been useless if it had 
not contained representatives from those States, where our 
rights and the Constitution are most boldly assailed; for, 
without their assent, all measures of settlement would be 
nugatory. “Its venerable and patriotic chairman (Mr. Crit - 
tenden, has labored: faithfully to effect a settlement, de- 
manding nothing but our clear and unquestionable rights, 
and conceding much of principle and of settled right on 
our part, which nothing but reverence for the Union could 
even for a moment reconcile us to yielding. In his over- 
weening love for the Union, and desire to avert its dissolu- 
tion, he has even yielded our clear and seftled constitu-‘ 
tional right to take our slaves to the: Territories of the: 
United States, north of 36 deg. 30 min., a surrender with- 
out equivalent, and which it would be difficult to reconcile’ 
with duty and principle. Yet the offer has been made; and 
what is the result? . On the 22d December, the propositions 
of Mr. Crittenden came up in the’ committee, and were 
earncstly opposed by the four Black Republican: members; 
Wade, Doolittle, Callamér‘-and Grimes. - "They declared 
that “these questionis had been: settled by the- people -at the 
late Presidential election?” and that; “ they had no concessions 
to make or offer”: | 5 7 o’ : 

Thus this party spurns all settlements. The country. is 
enveloped in gloom-*a great political earthquake shakes 
the land to its centre*—a sovereign ‘State has withdrawn 
from the Union—the pillars of the Government are totter- 
ing on their base—and yet ‘nothing shakes the vile purpose 
of this reckless party. They not only make-no effort to 
avert the calamities which threaten the destruction of the 
Government; but when-we.'ask that our plain rights 
Should.be recogniséd, and that we should be permitted to 
enjoy them ifhider the protection-of that Constitution which: 
our fathers transmitted’ to us, we are met hy thé infamous. 
response, i has been settled. by thé people at the ballot box 
that’ YOU SHALL NOT HAVE YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE CON- 
STITUTION—fhis has’ been settled. by the verdict of the people, - 
and is not now to be questioned —nothing remains to us but 
to carry it into execution —" WE HAVE NO CONCESSIONS TO 
MAKE OR TO OFFER.” 
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It is impossible for the patristic men of this coniinittee to ` 


effect any thing which will secure our rights at the hands of 
the enemies of the Constitution, and upon which we'may 
repose as such a settlement of our grievances as we must. 
demand and obtain. Their efforts will be in vain, and the 
4th’ of March will find them and all other Congressional 
expedients vain and futile to the protection of our rights. 

We shall then be, for aught of good we shall derivé from 
these things, as we now are; and be quietly committed to 
the tender mercies of Abraham Lincoln and his cohorts. ` 

No reasonable man, therefore, can believe that our rights 
can be proper ly and securely settled by Congressional com- 
promises. 

2. Many persons favor a gerieral convention of ‘all the 
slaveholding States, as the mode of protecting our rights. 
But to this there are grave, if not insuperable objections. 

In the first place, there is not time.to take the necessary 
steps to hold such a Convention, and to allow it time to act, 
before the 4th March. | 


'The several State Legislatures would have to convene, in 


order to appoint delegates, or to call conventions to‘appoint 
delegates, to such a general convention. "This would re-. 
quire considerable time. Then the convention, when ' 
assembled, would necessarily be at a late day before the 4th : 
March, and a very brief time allowed for determining upon 
the plan, of protection to our rights, before that day; and 


then the anti-slavery States would not have time to act upon’ ~ 


our propositions. But several of the States could not be. 
represented in such a convention. The Governors of Mary- * 
land and of ‘Texas refuse to convoke their ‘Legislatures; and 
other States manifest an indisposition fo take pi ‘Step 
towards an authoritative expression of.the will of their’ 
people. If such'a convention were assembled, ‘at a late” 
day, there is no probability of its’determining upon a plán ` 
to secure our constitutional rights before the-4th March; ' 


' for it is much to be lamented, that several of them appear 


to be most reluctant to take any steps to pr eserve their cÓn:- 
stitutional rights. ' 
Time is of the utmost im; ortance in the AM tion: of our” 


rights. The party elected and pledged to exlivert the*ioni ° 


stitution to our oppi ession and’ à er adation, is to Loin stilled 
into power òn the 4th March. A just regard for our ri EN 


and our safety in acertiie them. demar: ds, tlát wo cet B 
beina position invio en let ‘tar ter comm Hop, ite m t BN 


time; claiming our rights under the Constitution, and in à 
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position to maintain and defend them, freed from the in 
volvements and obligations of the Union, if denied. This 
is a high and sacred duty—nothing less than the duty of 
self-protection. Ytisa work of great magnitude, and but 
little time, at best, is allowed to perform it properly. 
Hence, where so much is at stake, it would be folly to rely 
upon the uncertain and problematical expedient of a general 
convention of the Southern States as the mode of asserting 
our rights within the time by which our position shall be 
firmly declared. UND 

But this mode of a general convention, appears to be 
proposed as a méans of redress within the Constitution of 
the United States. As such it is highly questionable. If 
the means of protection determined upon by su:h a con- 
vention to be required of the non-slaveholding States, could 
have any virtue, it would be on the ground that the States 
‘adopting it had agréed among themselves, that if their de- 
mands were not accedéd to, they would witdraw from the 
Union. Without such an argument, there would be very 
little force or efficacy in the demands of such a convention. 
But if such be its character, such à mode of redress cannot 
be ‘taken in the Union and consistently with the Constitu- 
tion, which prohibits any State from “ entering into any 
agreement or compact with another State,” Art. 1, sec. 10. 
It is, therefore, either ineffectual as an agreement to protect 
themselves against the wrongs of a subverted Constitution, 
or it is in violation of the prohibition of the Constitution. 

Fellow-Citizens, there is no hope from Congressional ac- 
tion, or from general conventions, or from mere declarations 
of rights and resolves of resistance. We mustact. Itisa 
necessity forced upon us. The alternative is, submission to 
a lawless and degrading despotism, to be raised upon the 
ruins of tlie Constitution ; or, resistance to the wicked do- 
minion over us. By the acts and proclamations of the ene- 
mies of our rights, the Union is virtually dissolved—the 
bond of the Union is broken in the subversion of. the Con- 
stitution to our degradation and oppression. In every stage 
of these efforts, we have warned their authors of the in- 
evitable result. Our arguments, our rights, and our solemn 
expostulations, have been alike disregarded ; and with a res- 
olution worthy of a better cause, they have advanced to 
the end, and now they stand in the act of seizing the gov- 
ernment to execute the judgment of their followers against 
the Constitution and our rights. We are compelled to act. 
We must arrest this unholy judgment by vigorous and effect- 
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ive action. And the momentous question forces itself upon 
us—how shall we act for our protection? 

Two modes are presented. The first is, revolution and 
resistance to the Government by force, n ¿he Union. To 
this, there are most weighty objections, which I will merely 
advert to. First, it implies that the resistance is to rightful 
authority; and, therefore, the Governmerit would have the 
right to employ force to suppress it. Such a course might 
be proper to effect a revolution in the existing government 
and establish a new one, but not as a means of obtaining 
our rights under that Government. Secondly, it implies 
that there is no other adequate remedy or means of safety, 
but in force. But this is plainly contrary to the spirit of 
the Union. Its founders never supposed that the rights 
guaranteed by the Constitution were to be preserved by 
force. It was formed upon the principle of “ promoting the 
domestic tranquility” of its members ; and if the rights con- 
templated had to be preserved by force, that would itself be 
a most effectual dissolving of the Union. The remedy is 
suicidal, and destructive of the genius of the Constitution. 
Thirdly, it is practically absurd to suppose that the Union 
could be preserved, or the rights of the citizens secured 
against the power of the Government, by force and rebel- 
lion. The. admission of such a remedy would necessarily 
convert the successful Government into a despotism on the 
hand, or otherwise produce anarchy and lawlessness from 
the repetitions of successful resistance to all obnoxious acts - 
and measures of the Government. | 

Both in principle ann in practical effect, therefore, this 
remedy cannot be justified. i | 

The only remaining mode of protection is, the: peaceable 
withdrawal of each State by itself from the Union, and a 
resumption of the sovereign powers delegated by the States 
inthe Constitution, commonly called secession; and this is 
D. ne which the State of Mississippi has determined to 
adopt .. 7 6. | l 

Fellow-Citizens, I know that the very name of secession is 
unwelcome to the ears of many whom I now address, as sy- 
nonymous with treason and rebellion. I know how this 
people venerate the Union their fathers made, and how their 
patriotic feelings have been stirred up in prejudice of the 
purposes of those who have proposed secession as a neces- 
sary means of protecting our rights. But I trust yot love 
those rights and principles which the Union was instituted 
to secure, far above the mere form of their enjoyment—that 
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doar as Lao, Lam ds to yaur hearts, yon will. never sacrifice 
o ii Cig move peadoas: hs ges; al that you dare follow 
wherever, principle and patriotism..may lead, in the defense 
.of the great essential rights which our fathers fought to es- 
tnblishyand, left:us to.guard and maintain for ourselves and 
‘for-our posterity. . ML CAS P JM 
.; I haveralready shown. you the necessity which constrains 
.us.to take some extraordinary course to defend our rights. 
Permit me. now, fellow-citizeus,.to trespass upon your pa- 
tience while I advert very briefly to some of the considera- 
tions which. induce the State of Mississippi to withdraw. from 
the Union, as a matter.of right, of high principle, and as 
the only adequate protection to rights, far above the mere 
-name and form of the Union. Time will not permit me to 
take more than a cursory view of this great question. 
-` In the first place, we believe it to be a matter of right, in 
any State, to withdraw from the Union. whenever the Con- 
stitution has been, or there is just ground to believe, will 
be, subrerted, and that the Union will be used as a means 
to:her oppression, and to the destruction of the rights which 
, &re recognized in the Constitution. | ; 
- -This right plainly results fróm the rights and powers 
which the several States had when they formed the Consti- 
- tution, and which they did not surrender in the Constitu- 
tion, and from the nature and purposes of the Union estab- 
- lished by the Constitution. 2 | 
. When. this Union was formed the several States were 
" free and independent” States. "Each was clothed with all 
the powers of a,sovereign State, and as such participated in 
the formation of the Constitution, and afterwards, each. for 
herself, adopted it as the bond and compact of union with 
_ the others. By the Constitution, these sovereign States es- 
tablished a federal head, or government, to represent them in 
. certain particular respects and relations.; and to that end. 
“delegated” to it certain specified powers. It was distinct- 
ly agréed and understood in the formation of the Constitu- 
„tion, that all the rights and powers not delegated. by it to 
the federal head nor prohibited to the.States, were retained 
and reserved to the several States, as though the Constitu- 
tion had not been formed.. Yet so jealous of this principle 
-were the States, that immediately upon its adoption, its dis- 
` tinct recogriition was.incorporated as an amendment to the 
.. Constitution.  It.is, thereforé, perfectly clear that—as to all 
the powers which the several States had. before the adoption 
. of this Constitution, and which were not therein delegated 
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to the Federal Government nor prohibited to the, States— 
each State continued to- bea souereign:and. independent State, 
to.all intents and purposes... 5.02 si oy soo ny 
ss Now, when this Union was formed, the principle set-forth 
in thé Declaration of Independence «was «in-full. force..and 
recognized as a fundamental doctrine by all the States—‘‘that 
whenever any foam of. government becomes destructive.of the 
ends forewhieh it was established, 2s the right of: the. people 
fo alter or nbolish it; andito institute a new Government, lay- 
ing its foundation on such principles, and organizing its pow- 
ers in such -form,.as to them shall seem. most likely to, effect 
their safety.and happiness." . It was ¿upon this. high princi- 
ple that. the States were.declared “free and independent 
tates,” and came into being as such. And the basis prin 
ciple upon which:all republican Governments. rest, and es- 
,peeially those of these States, is, that Governments. "derive 
their. just powers from the consent of the governed,” .As- 
suredly the force of. these-great principles was never intend- 
ed: to be impaired in the formation -of the Constitution of 
.the United"States. If not, they fully justify the right for | 
which we contend. If the right to alter or. abolish a gov- 
ernment, whenever it.becomes destructive of the ends for 
which it was created, was, surrendered by the States in the 
formation of the Constitution, I ask. to be pointed to the 
clause of that instrument which shows. it. Ft contains no 
provision which expressly or impliedly: can have such an ef- 
feet. Am I referred to the article authorizing amendments 
and providing the mode in: which they. shall be made ? ‘This 
elearly-does not impair the right “ to.alter.or abolish ” a gov- 
ernment, “and to inslitute a new Government," set forth in 
the Declaration of. Independence. ` It has; reference to the 
continuation of: the Government, and to such alterations as 
might -he found ¿necessary by time and..expéfience, if it re- 
„maimed perpetual ; and not to: an obligation never to abol- 
ish or abandon it, or to form a.new Government. Similar 
„provisions are contained in the State Constitutions ;: but they 
` have never been held to débar the exercise of the sovereign 
right of the people of the State to form a new Constitution 
.in a.different mode from that prescribed in them. : 
But it may. be impracticable to amend the Constitution in 
the mode prescribed, by reason of surrounding circumstance, 
and the growth of usurpations; or.it my havé become per- 
. verted to the destruction of the rights intended to be sécured 
| byit,when made, beyond.remedy by amendment in the mode 
| preseribed,-. It.is clear that. the right of amendment could 
| : 
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never â cle tuch & case; and that is the condition in | 
which to: mithern States are now placed. In such'cireum- | 
stances, we have the Declaration of Iadepéndente forau- | 
thority, “thatit -is the right; it is their duty, to throw off such — 
pene and to provide new giturds for their future sè- 

fea I referred to the preamble to the Constitution; 'de- 

claring its purpose to be Zo form amore perfect* union?” 

There is nothing in that to warrant the idea, that the union 
was to be indissoluble, notwithstanding it might be pervert- | 
ed to the destruction of all the rights intended to be secured 
by it. If so, it established a despotism, and. annihilated all 
rr iplo: upon which the Declaration of Independence 
is based. xe NA E ; 
Am lasked to show where the right of secession is found | 
in the Constitution? answer, it was not necessary to its 
existence that it should be specified in that instrument. The 
States did not derive their powers from' the Constitution. 
Its purpose was not to specify the rights retained; but to 
enumerate those delegated by them to the Federal Govern- | 
ment. Hence if a right which existed in a State at thefor- |. 
mation of the Constitution, does not appear to be “ enumer- | 
ated ” among the “delegated” powers conferred ón the Gov- | 
ernment, in the Constitution, it is, reserved and remains to | 
the State. It is thus.that‘all the numerous rights and pow- |. 
ers of civil administration in the several States, and which | 
are not reserved by enumeration in the Constitution of the | 
United States, wereretained and are exercised by the States. | 
Hence it devolves upon those who-claini that this high pow- | 
er, this invaluable right, was given up by the several States | 
in the Constitution, to point out where and how this was | 
done; and if they fail to do so, it appears to be impossible | 
to escape the conclusion, that it is still retained by the States | 
severally, to be exercised whenever in their discretion ‘their | 
protection and safety demand it. B | 


In vain do we search the Constitution to find anything in j 
opposition to this fundamental right of American liberty. | 
And even if it had been there given up in terms, it is in its | 
nature inalienable, às is clearly declared in the Declaration! 
of Independence ; and the surrender would be void. © f 

Tf we look to the situation of the States when the Unión 
was formed, and the purposes they had in view in forming; 
it, we find nothing that sanctions the idea of an indissolublef 
union. It-wasmade by sovereign States for id pupo i 
ses, and with few and strictly limited powers conférred-apón; 
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it i the great mass; of powers, in which the great interests 
of the people of the States were mostly involved, being re- 


tained by them. TF it were dissolved, the gréat principles ' 


established by the revolution, would not perish. Sovereign 
States would still have the rights and liberties achieved by 
the war of Independence, and becapable of “instituting a 
new government, laying its foundation on such “principles 
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
¡seem most likely to effect their safety and' happiness." 

But it is manifest from the pravisions of the Constitution, 
its history ih the Convention which framed it,'and in the 
State Conventions which adopted it, that it was never in- 
[tended that the States should be' irrevocably bound to sub- 
mit to it, under any and all circumstances ; but that their 
¡right to resume their sovereign powers and absolve them- 
iselves from its operation, was clearly recognized, and that 
ito guard against the necessity for exercising that right, was 
ione of the especial objects of its framers. nue | 
| This is, first, apparent from the terms of the 10th amend- 
iment, that the powers are “delegated,” not granted or sur-, 
lrendered. This is not language’ inconsiderately employed. 
It was adopted after the most careful consideration of its 
import by able men in the State Conventions which adopted 
ithe Constitution, who well understood the force of the'lan- 
leuage used ; and introduced with full deliberation, to give 
ht its legal import. Hence its sense is not to be mistakén— 
ithat the powers were not irrevocably parted with by the 


used as their agent ; and tliis clearly implies the right to 
resume theni when the States should deem it necessary. 

| In the Convention of Virginia, the resolutions adopting 
the Constitution declare, “that the powers granted under 
the Constitution, being derived from the people of. the Uni- 
ted States, be resumed by them whensoever- the sanie shall 
be perverted to their injury and oppression." By the words 
t people of the United States” here used, is plainly meant, 
5 [he people of the States composing the United States. ` 

^] In the Convention which framed the Constitution, Mr. 


Hümilton spoke of the coercion of Federal laws, that “it 


nioo produc d dissolution of the Union” 2 Madison papers 
£881; Mr. Madison said, “it would probably be consideréd 


leby the party attacked (the State) as a dissolution of. all pte- 
bicis compacts by which it might be bound. Ib. 761. Mr. 
"Hamilton made similar declarations in the Convention of 


New York, 2 Elliott's debates, 232. 


States, but were “delegated” to the United States, to be 
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Throughout the history of its formation and adoption, the 
Government was admitted to be one of.strictly limited pow: — 
ers, and the fear of many of its advocates was; that it-would ` 
be too weak for the State Governments, and would, there- . 
fore fail. . | o m d de] 

In addition to this evidence, the, opinion of Mr. Webster, 
whose views.upon the powers and nature of the. Federal | 
~ Government have had so great an influence upon the public 
mind—is entitled to weight. In speaking of the right of 
secession in his speech at Capon Springs, Virginia, in 1851, 

esaid:— . - | . mE 

“T do not. hesitate to say, and repeat, that if the Northern 
States refuse, wilfully and deliberately, to carry into effect 
that part of the Constitution which respects the restoration. 
of fugitive slaves, the South would no longer be bound to 
observe the compact.. A bargain broken on one side is a 
bargain broken of all sides.” .. ta 

Those, therefore, who deny thé power of the States to re- 
sume their sovereign powers, mustdeny the principles of the 
Declàration of. Independence; ‘deny the right of:-the people 
to alter or abolish their government and to make a new one; . 
deny that the government of the United States :is one of . 
delegated. powers derived from the States which made and. 
adopted it, and assert that ifs powers are inherent and orig-- 
inal, and that it'is the great centre and source. of right, 
power and’ proteetion to the State. 'I know that there are. 
many honest and, well-meaning men, wbo.entertàin the idea" 
that the States are mere, dependencies of -the Federal Gov- 
ernment, occupying the same relation to it as colonies do to ` 
the -parent country or counties: to a State, How different. 
the views of the patriots who framed, and those who adop- 


y 


ted, the Constitution, the history. of these events, which I 
have slightly glancéd at, will upon full examination most, 
abundantly show. '.Itisindeed strange that so fatal ade- 
lusion shall have completely. taken possession of the hearts 
of many men, that: they sill not permit , their. reason tó act 
upon the subject; and when. you reason te them upon thé 
history, powers and true relations of the States and Federal; 
Goverment; they, turn ‘with superstitious -horror fromthe 
contemplation, ‘add shut, their eyes to: what they have.accus- 
tomed. themselves: to consider a frightful spectre." How dif. 
ferent the feelings of the bold mindsand brave hearts which. 
achieved our liberty and deliverance from the.same kind of 
opinions entertained towards Great -Britain !. It i8 this Bu. 
perstitious adoration for this grand, mythical central Gov- 
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ernment, which’has beset the minds of many men, ‘and held ` 


their judgments. spell-bound. So potent has. been its influ- .. 


ence that it has worked a revolution in the-:Goyernment. 
The true theory of the Government, as it was intended by 


its framers, was strong States and a weak Federal head—this - 


was its, beauty and its glory. But this fatal delusion has 
been the ;main instrument of reversing this relation, emas- 
culating the States of nearly all their. dignity and moral 


power, and transforming the Federal Government into a. 


grand, central dynasty, wielding. unlimited power except as 
to the mere forms of the Constitution. This revolution is 
now about to be reduced to a practical constmmation, by 
thé elevation of men upon the prostration of the Constitu- 
tion ; and this dread calamity is only to be prevented by.a 


resort to the rights and powers which the States possessed . 


when they formed the Union, which they never parted with, 
and which are; in their nature, inalienable. 


Do you ask how this right is to be exercised ?. , I answer, . 
itis peaceful in its character. Because itis arigh?, no - 


power on earth has a right to interfere with its.exercise.— ' 


It isa peaceful resumption of the powers of government which 
are about to be peryerted to our oppression i which we del- 
egated to 4 government which has become destructive of the 


purposes of its.institution, and to which we cannot submit. ' 


In this consists its chief virtue, and thecharacteristic excel- 


lence of our system of"yovernment above all the systems of . 


the world—that from the nature of the compact, each State 
has the right to withdraw from its operation, and to become 


y 


immediately and peaceably restofed to her position of an . 
independent, sovereign State, with her owh internal govern- . 


ment in force, and with.full capacity to enter into any other 
confederacy which the happiness and welfare:of her people 
may demand. If in the exercise of these rights, she is mo- 
lested by those who deny them, it- wil}, be plainly wrongful, 


and her defehce against the oppression will be forced upon 


her by necessity.. `> — eee 
But it ‘is plain that the Federal.Government has no right 

by the Constitution to employ coercion against sueh a State; 

for that would most effectually subvert the Government, and. 


destroy the Unión. The Union. can only subsist as one of . 


free and equal States. But if a State be coerced -by the. 


Feder:! Government to submit to its .dominion, she -is no 


longer à irce and .co-equal member: of the confederacy, but. 


is reduced io the condition. of a subjugated and degraded 


province, to be the subject of a military despotism. And 


` 


A pe 
Wd mu ow 


| : 86 


this shows both the right of a State to withdraw from the 
Union, and the want of all power in the Federal Govern- ` 
ment to interfere with the exercise of the right by force. 

The dissólution of this Union can never be contemplated 
by a true’ American heart without the deepest pain. Yet 
whenever it becomes necessary, to protect- our sacred rights, 
it becomes a duty from which no veneration for its past glo- 
ries or for the memories of the patriots who framed it, 
should cause us to-shrink. Those noble men, if now living, 
would raise their voices against the desecration of the in- 
stitutions they left us, and their warnings now appeal to us, 
that it is ^our right, it is our duty," to throw off a prostitu- 
ted government, “and to provide new guards for our future 
security." |j 

And now, fellow-citizens, let me tell you the position 
which Mississippi occupies in this great emergency. 

We are satisfied that nothing, short of secession, will se- ' 
cure our rights under the Constitution, and settle the slavery 
agitation once and forever. We must take a position where 
we can effectually “provide: new «guards for our future se- 
. curity.” Nothing but an extreme remedy can prevent the 
utter subversion of the Constitution. Congressional action 
and conventional declarations of right, will never arrest 
the revolution which is set on foot by the election of Lincoln. 
Prompt, vigorous and radical action by the Southern States 
is necessary, to let the enemies of the Constitution know, 
that we are in earnest, and that the day of what they call 
“ Southern blusteg,” is past. But a brief period is allowed 
for putting ourselves: in a, position to save the Constitution 
and protect our riglits before the 4th of March. Safety 
and duty demand that we-should act before that time. 

We do-not intend to be quietly slid- under the dominion 
of Abraham Lincoln, with all our constitutional protection 
prostrated, and with the difficulties of extrication from such 
a position increased. If all the Southern States act prompt- 
ly and unitedly in this movement, that and nothing short of 
it will bring the enemies of the Constitution to a sense of 
our rights." We may, by such bold and decided action, pre- 
vent the subversion of the Government, provide full and - 
efficient protection against further invasiox of our rights, : 
and restore the Constitution. But if this should prove to 
be impracticable, then we will have done our duty to pre- | 
sume the Constitution; and having failed, we will be in a 
position of readiness to form a new Confederacy, a homo-*. 


geneous Union, where we can enjoy thé rights which are i 
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denied to us under the Government which we will have 
been compelled to abandon. . b DOM 
We may expect to be vilified and denounced, as traitors 
and rebels. So were our fathers of the Revelution.. But, 
like them, we will appeal to the civilized world and to the 
Supreme Judge of it, for the rectitude of our intentions; 
and bearing aloft our glorious Constitution, as the ark. of 
the covenant of our rights and liberties, we will pass away 
from this worse than Egyptian bondage, trusting to the 
God of wisdom to guide us, and that He will open the 
troubled waters for our safe passage, and hold them to 
overwhelm the hosts whiclf shall attempt to pursue us. 


. [DOCUMENT I] 
NEW ORLEANS, La., December 18, 1860. 


His ExcELLENCY, J. J. PETTUS, 
o JACKSON, MISS. . 


Sir:—In discharge of the duties imposed by my appoint- 
ment as Commissioner to the State of Louisiana, I beg to 
report to your Excellency, that I repaired without delay to 
Baton. Rouge, the Capital of the State, where the Legisla- 
ture had convened in extraordinary session on the 10th 
instant. . AA EN 

On. my arrival I promptly notified the Governor of Lon- 
isiana of my presence and the objects of my mission by 
addressing him the inclosed communication. Governor 
Moore immediately responded to my note by requesting a 
personal interview in the Executive Chamber, to which I 
repaired, and was most M nay! and courteously received 
by himself and the Hon. T. J. Semmes, Attorney-General 
of the State. l 

In an unwavered interview of an hour with them, I ex- 
plained, to the best of my ability, the views of your Excel- 
lency regarding the present grave crisis in our political 
affairs, and the action of the Legislature of Mississippi in 
reference thereto at their late extra session. I dwelt upon 
the unanimity which characterized their proceedings, the 
overwhelming publie sentiment by which they were sus- 
tained in the State, and the certain prospeet of the prompt 
secession of Mississippi from a Federal Union, which must 
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become, under the Black Republican regime soon to be in- 
augurated, the éngine of: the degradation and destruction 
of the South. T solicited the co-operation óf Louisiana in 


the. action Mississippi proposed to take ás the only means 


left for tlie. protection of Southern Rights and honor: |I 
was gratified’ to. learn from ‘these distinguished patriots and 
statesmen that the action and predominant sentiment of 
Mississippi met with: their cordial sanction and sympath?, 


and that they had every confidence the people of Louisiana 


would ¥indicate the constitutional rights of the South by 
the action of their State Convention. 

During my interview with Gov. Moore, I was waited 
upon by : à committee of both branches of the Legislature | 
and invited to a seat within the bar of their respective 


` chambers. 


On the day following at 10 o'clock, I was formally re- 
ceived by the Legislature in joint session, when in reply 
to the remarks I had the honor to submit, Lientenant-Gov- 
ernor Hyams, President of the Senate, made an able and 
eloquent address, a copy of which I herewith furnish as 
indicative of the sentiment of Louisiana. t| 

After further conference with the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Attorney-General, and the members of the Le- 
gislature, 'I took my leave of them, and shall ever cherish 


‘the most gratefal recollection of the courtesy, kindness 


and cordial hospitality I received at their: hands. 

,. The Legislature, by a únanimous vote has called a Con- 
vention, to assemble on the 23d of January proximo, and I 
think ] may with entire confidence, predict that within a 
few days thereafter she will assume’her place in the great 


Southern column, freed of Federal shackles, and resolve to 


submit only do such & Government as brave and honor able 
men can approve. 
. I haye the honor to remain, 
. Your obediente servant, 


WIRT ADAMS, Commissioner. 


Ev House, BATON Rover, La., December 1, 1860. 


To: His EXCELLENCY, T. ©. MOORE, 
; Dl GOVERNOR OF La. 


Ë gir: I have the’ honor t to place herewith in the hands of 
your Excelleney my eredentials as Commissioner from the 


3 
x a 


| 
i 
i 
| 
{ 
4 
i 
i 


H 
q 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘other appointments... 


h 
ł 


! only remedy. 


of your enlightened and puiriotie Execütive, contained in 
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E | 
State of Mississippi to the State of Louisiana, and accom- 
panying the same.a copy of the Resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of my State, under the sanction of which His 
Excellency the Goyernor of Mississippi has made this and 


In discharge of the trust thus confided to me, it will af- 
ford me the highest pleasure to communicate with. your’ Ex- 
cellency in writing, or by a personal interview, at such time 
as may be most consistant with your convenience and _plea- 
sure. . s 7 M C 

I have the honor, sir, to subscribe myself, . . 
. Your most obedient servant, EN 
. WIRT ADAMS, Commissioner, - 


l 


ADDRESS. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Lowisiana:—ln behalf of 
the State of Mississippi, I tender to your Executive, to 
your Honorable bodies, and to the people of Louisiana, my 
profound acknowledgments for the distinguished courtesy 
and kindness which have been extended to her representa- 
tive. Se ae M 

Ihave been commissioned by the Governor of my State 
to communicate formally and officially to the authorities 
and people of Louisiana, ^that the Legislature of Missis- 
sippi has passed an act calling a Convention of the State 
to consider the present threatening relations of the North- 
ern and Southern sections of the Contederacy, aggrayated 
by the recent election of a President upon principles of 
hostility to the States of the South; and to express the 
earnest hope of Mississippi that Louisiana will co-operate 
with her in the adoption of efficient measures for their com: 
mon defense and safety." ^ — votum ee 

In addition to the act calling a Convention, which passed 
both branches of thé Legislature of Mississippi by a unani- 


| mous vote, a series of resolutions were adopted by a vote ap: 


proaching the like unanimity, which after reciting the griev- 
ances of the Southern States, declared’ secession to be the 
The discharge of this important trust, sir, has been, ren- 
dered no less simple than grateful. The recommendations 
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by the closest commercial and social ties, should stand and : 
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his message, followed, as they have been, by the prompt and 
wise action of this Legislature, in calling a Convention of 
the people of Louisiana, and making a munificent appropria- 
tion for arming the State; the manifestations of an almost 
unanimous public sentiment, which I witness around me, 
render any words of argument or exhortation from me, more 
than superfluous. As well, sir, might I attempt to swell the 
volume of the majestic stream which pours its resistless tide 
past your beautiful capitol, by adding one drop to its waters, 
as essay to deepen the ccnvictions or confirm the unalterable 
resolves of your noble and gallant State. She has well ex- 
emplified the maxim that the time for árgument in this con- 
test with the North hàs gone forever, and the time for ac- 
tion has come. It is but doing her justice to say, that every- 
where in this broad land, has she been distinguished for the 
moderation, conservatism and patriotism of her people. And 
could she give more signal proof of this well-deserved char- 
acter, than in her present determination to preserve the 
rights, the honor, and the interests of her citizens intact, in 
the gravest and most perilous juncture that was ever present- 
ed to a free people? | 
I rejoice, Mr. President, at these unmistakable indications 
of her purpose, and shall bear back the intelligence of your 
action to.the Governor and people of my State with no or- | 
dinary gratification. And amongst the popular manifesta- | 
tions which I have witnessed, I shall not forget that your | 
imperial city of New Orleans, which reposes by the river ; 
side:and the sea, has recently emblazoned aloft her senti- 
ments, and elevated above the Crescent of her commercial | 
grandeur the radiant Cross of the true Southern faith. > ' 
It is peculiarly proper, sir, that the States of Louisiana | 
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and Mississippi, contiguous in- territory, and bound together | 
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act together in this contest with a malignant and ruthless j 
foe. ,. Upon the plains of Chalmette and the field of Mexico, ' 
their gallant sons, in the past, have locked their shields ; and | 
now, in the midst of perils far greater, involving life, honor, 
and property, I fervently: hope they will be found. in the; 
future, in opinion and action, united in bonds fraternal and; 
indissoluble.. Ls | 
At the close of this address, the Assembly, and the large 
crowds-in the lobbies and galleries, greeted the Mississippi 
Commissioner and his sentiments with loud applause. | 
. Lieutenant-Governor Hyams then invited the Commission- 
er from Mississippi to ascend the Speaker's stand, and with 
groat eariestness dddréssed him in the following speech : 
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SIR :—I welcome you, as the Commissioner from the State 
of Mississippi, to the Halls of the Legislature of Louisiana, 
'assembled in joint session for the occasion—to take counsel 
together this day, when a ruthless majority of the people of 
the Northern States, regardless of the rights of the Southern 
States, are about to inaugurate a policy which utterly sub- 
verts thejr:equality in the Union, and will at no distant day 
culminaté m reducing’ them to a condition fat worse than 
colonial vassalage. After a long train of' injuries, abuses 
and usurpations, our sturdy ancestry broke the yoke of 
British domination, and established with their blood the in- 
dependence of the States, and subsequently adopted the 
Constitution of the United States, in order to form a more | 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility. 
provide for the common defense, “promote the general wel- 
fare and secure the blessings:of liberty to themselves and 
their posterity.” How have a majority of the people of 
the Northern States kept the bonds? We have under the 
forms of the Constitution elevated to the Presidency of the 
United States, (united only for the great purposes expressed 
in the Constitution,) a citizen of the North, as the represen- 
tative of principles so destructive to the rights, liberties, 
property and lives of the people of fifteen of the sovereign 
States of the confederacy, that if promulgated in person to 
their slave population, in the spirit of the party to which he 
owes his elevation, would subject him to condign punishment 
—and in Louisiana, by her statutes, to imprisonmentfor life, 
or death, at tlie discretion of her courts. 

Can any citizen of the South, or any true American con- 
template the humiliating spectacle and not hide his head 
with shame, if he does notresist and throw off such disgrace- 
ful yoke at all hazards, and at every cost? — — 

_ Sir, this revolution is determined upon by all true South- 
ern men, and the best means of its accomplishment is the 
UNION oF THE SouTH for the sake of the South, and to 
further that great end, we understand to be the object of 


your mission. Louisiana, therefore, welcomes the Commis- 


sioner from Mississippi to her councils, to prepare for and 
maintain Southern independence, and like our fathers of old, 
we will pledge in the cause, “our lives, our fortunes, and 
our sacred honors.” sit. 
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BILLS—calling à Convention to ratify the Constitution 
| of the Southern Confederacy,........... 
House—authorizing L. W. Galbrath to ap- 
e point a deputy, ........ .12, 13, 14, 
^ . toprovide food for the destitute of 
JAPO 2e dubai he 12, 13, 


^ for relief of W. G. Grace, ...... 12, 


| ^ for relief of Isham P. Trotter, .. 12, 
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of Natchez,.......... ES 12. L5, 
in relation to the charter of the town 
of Biloxi, veri rosas '... 12, 14, 


declaring parts of Hopson's and Cas- 

sidy’s bayous navigable streams,. .. 

" to change time of holding probate 

. court of Jasper,........... eed 

"^ to extend the time of holding eircuit 

' court of Lawrence county,........ 

to echange the name of Fayette Fe- 

male Academy, ............. sese 

Senate bill —providing for payment of debt in 
~ levee district,.......... .....-14, IT, 19, 
House—to regulate the volutiteer system,. . 1T, 

“ — to regulate fees of certain officers in 
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^ — to incorporate Garlandsville semina- 
ja E 17, 19, 24, 
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BILLS—for relief of Robert Crenshaw, 17, 23, 26, 28, 30 
to annex. township 3; range 1, "west, to first - 

Stob. esu peer deen ELLE 19, 2 21 

for relief of R. R. Williamson,..19, 20, 22, 28 
to extend the term of the circuit court of us 

ston eountyi.:..:...... .19, 20, 22, 29 
''House—to amend for the relief of citizens in 

. eounties therein named, -. 2.02: 620, 25 
to amend to secure interest on school 
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fund in. Chickasaw cession, .... 20, 23 

"  toinerease salary of pr obate judge 
Ju d - of Panola county, ........... . 20, 23 
for" relief of judgment.debtors, ............ 24 

to authorize the city of Jackson to subscribe 
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"for relief of Wm. Simmons, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30 
- House—to increase salary af probate judge ` 
of Warren county, .............. 24 
- deelaring id and Biloxi ports of 
ira CETUR 25 
House —for relief of L. and Ann M. Tillman, 26 
to amend school laws of Itawamba, 26 
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| “ to amend charter of Senatobia,. 26 . 
| “for relief of widow and heirs of D. 
| Robison, deceased, ......... 27, 28, 30 
| to extend time of holding circuit court 
| in Covington county,........... 21. 28 
| to provide for purchase of certain 
{ Works once sean ed US OI T 21, 28 
| ^ making eertain appropriations, ..... 29 
f vo for relief of E. ©. Hunter,........ 29, 30 
| to authorize J. G. Hagan to sell prop- 
CFL OL WEG, cerdas qa wt 29, 30 
to prevent suits against Southern sol- 
a s beu neue ee pe 29, 30 
[ D.] 
DOOR KBEPER-—J. W. Olingan, elected, ........ 4: 
[M.] | 
MESSA GES-—from the Governor,............. 9, 21, 50 


from the House,...4, 9, 10-11, 15, 16, 17 
20, 22. 25, 27 
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priated lands, .:.............. 16 
House joint—changing name of 
committee, .......... lees 0 
as commissioner to Wash- 
MOTO is ls 211 
in relation to laws and journals. 28[ 
in relation to navigation of the | 
Mississippi, ......<.<.o..o.....-> 28, 29] 
appointing committee to wait on | 
Governor, ........:..e sees 30, 31H 
- of thanks to the President, ...... 398 
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